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THE TRIAL OF ABRAHAM ILLUSTRATED AND IMPROVED: 
A SERMON, 
BY THE REV. JOSEPH BURGESS, SEN. 


Hzsrews XI. XI. 17—19. 
(Concluded. -from page 47.) 


2. To the example which the sacred volume sets before usin 
recording this act of obedience on the: part of Abraham, our at- 
tention is further required by. an inspired. Apostle, whose object 
was. to banish from the world an inoperative and. antinomian 
faith. ‘Was not Abraham our father justified by werks; when 
he had offered Isaac-his son upon the-altar? Seest thou how faith 
wrought with his works, and by works -was faith made perfect ? 
And the Scripturg: was fulfilled, which ‘saith, Abraham eved 
God, and it was imputed to: him for righteousness ; and. he :was 
called the friend.of God. Ye-see then how that- “by: works a man 
is justified, and not by faith only.” To contrast’ the ‘obedient, 
persevering, and triumphant faith. of this.good man with the 
faith of many religious professors, excites in the mind.an awful 
apprehension, that in the day when God shall reward every'man 
according to the deeds done in the body, they will be found 
wanting. And if there is cause to fear with regard to many-who 
have the form of godliness, what will the end. be of those who live. 
in the habitual neglect of the divine ordinances, and i in the habitaal 
violation of the divine precepts £ : 

God is rich in mercy towards us. His commandments are not 
tera He does. not:demand the immolation-of our children. 

is language is, ‘‘My son, give me thy heart.” Love and obe- 
dience, joy ineffable, and_ confidence unbounded, are the requiré- 
ments of the Gospel. Seeing, then, that. through’ the Saviour’s 


interposition our privileges are so greatly exalted, and our duties 
Vor. VI. 11 
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rendered so practicably easy and delightful through the grace 
which he communicates, should not the constant language of our 
hearts be, “Lo, I come to do thy will, O God?” May we there- 
fore, be as prompt and unreserved in our obedience, and as 
patient in our sufferings as Abraham was! Thus shall we become 
followers of those who,-through faith and patience inherit the 
promises. 

3. Obedience to God’s commandments ensures God’s gracious 
protection. In the paths of disobedience, trials insupportable, 
difficulties insurmountable, dangers imminent and numerous, are 
the sinner’s portion. These are frequently the natural effect or 
consequence of an irreligious life. And while the children of the 
Wicked One are daily sinking under these accumulated calami- 
ties, they have no refuge nor resting place in the resources of their 
own mind, no confidence in God, no assurance that death will 
terminate their woes; but on the contrary, they are carried on 
rapidly by the wings of time, and prematurely by their own folly, 
to the dust of death, to the tribunal of God, and to the regions of 
perdition. 

With the children of faithful Abraham it is not so. The God 
whom they serve does not exempt them from trials ; for such an 
exemption would be an exclusion from all those eternal blessings, 
to which sanctified afflictions are conducive and preparatory. But 
support or deliverance is undoubtedly granted. The divine 
promises are pleaded by the faithful soul, and fulfilled by him who 
cannot lie. “As thy day, so shall thy strength be. Fear thou 
not, for I am with thee: be not dismayed, for I am thy God.” 
Their souls also are greatly elevated and invigorated by the 
bright prospects and anticipations of glory with which they are 
favoured ; and as their eye becomes more intensely fixed upon 
God, and their life more expressive of his praise, so their conso- 
Jations increase and abound. As a seasonable counterpoise also 
to the gradual failure of the heart and flesh, the Lord is the 
strength of their heart and their portion for ever. Had not Abra- 
ham experienced divine support under the trial to which the Di- 
vine Being had called him, he could not possibly have endured 
it. From an assurance, therefore, that his God is ours also, the 
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever, we likewise may come 
boldly to the throne of grace, to obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need. 

4. From the sequel of this history, however, it is evident that 
the Lord did not intend that Isaac should be slain. His design 
was that he himself should have the supreme place in the affec- 
tions of Abraham. ‘There was a danger that his attachment to 
his son might become inordinate, and interrupt his communion 
with his heavenly Father. Asa jealous God, therefore, he de- 

mands Isaac. The intrepid saint rises early the next morning, 
proceeds to the execution of the divine command, and thus sur- 
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renders an undivided heart, and Isaac, to his God. In_ the ac- 
ceptance of the former the Lord rejoices; the latter, he gives 
hack. Had the father disobeyed, this amiable youth would have 
become his idol, and it. is probable that God, in mercy to- the 
father, would, in some other way, bave taken the son. Creature. 
comforts, when enjoyed in him who is the source of all our joys, 
are perpetuated and sanctified. 
‘“‘ Earth then a scale to heaven shall be, 
Sense shall point out the road ; 


The creatures all shall lead to Thee; 
And all we taste be God.” : 


But the plans of heaven are manifold and diversified. ‘The Lord 
might have taken Abraham’s son as well as Abraham’s heart; and 
this doubtless would have caused deep distress to the parents. 
Yet still the dispensation would have redounded to the divine 
glory, and to their benefit. Isaac, freed from the sorrows and 
dangers of a probationary state, would have been safely lodged in 
the bosom of his heavenly Father; and, doubtless, grace would 
have been imparted to the parents according to their day, and 
divine consolations would have been more than an equivalent for 
the premature death of their son. Besides, the hope of shortly 
meeting him in the realms of immortal] bliss, with a crown of 
martyrdom on his head, would have tranquilized their minds, and 
have made them dumb, because the Lord had done it. 

5. When Isaac inquired, ‘ My father, where is the lamb for a 
burnt-offering ?”—we may justly conceive that Abraham’s feelings 
were wound up to the very acme of distress, to the highest pitch of 
paternal sensibility. And that was indeed the time in which it 
may be emphatically said, that “ God did tempt Abraham,” the 
time in which the omnipotence of his faith appeared, and in 
which the divine promise was applied with peculiar light and 
energy to his heart. Therefore, with the utmost serenity and 
confidence he says, “ My son, axv crnbx, God will provide.” 
(Gen. xxii. 8.) ‘This promise the Lord fulfilled by providing and 
accepting the ram in the room of Isaac. This was grace in the 
time of need. Here the patriarch saw the day of Christ, rejoiced, 
‘and was glad. But knowing that he was still a creature absolute- 
ly and continually depending on his almighty Deliverer, and see- 
ing the necessity of living by faith in the divine promise in the 
successive periods of his probationary state, he reverts to the 
same precious promise, glories in the accomplishment of it which 
he had just experienced, looks forward to the day of Christ for 
its perfect fulfilment, and is glad; and then calls the name of 
the place, axw mm, “Jehovah will provide.” (Gen. xxii. 14.) 
Thus, when we rely on the veracity of the Divine Being, and un- 
reservedly consecrate ourselves to his glory, we find his promises, 
by the application of them, to be exactly adapted to our state ; 
and thus also the path which leads to their final completion shines - 
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more and more to the perfect day. We may, likewise, observe, 
that the same promise, as in the above instance, is applied 
to our minds on different occasions; and that the renewed 
application of it discovers to us more clearly, and enables us to 
anticipate more joyfully, the gracious and providential- blessings 
of the present life, as also the future glory with which it is re- 
plete. Abraham, in virtue of that promise, having received Isaac 
in a figure from the dead, knew that there was no possible situa- 
tion or circumstances, however painful or dangerous, in which he 
might afterwards be placed, to which that promise was not abun- 
dantly adequate, and therefore, rising above every anxious anti- 
cipation, the grateful and confidential language of his faith was, 
“¢ Jehovah will provide.” ) 

The immutability of Abraham’s faith was equal to that of God’s 
promise: both were unchangeable. The lapse of twenty-five 
years, during which time the promise was unfulfilled; the deadness 
of his own body, and that of Sarah’s womb, superinduced by old 
age; these were in his estimation less than nothing, when opposed 
to the faithfulness and omnipotence of him who had said, ‘* Abra- 
ham shall have a son.” ‘The son was given, and again demanded 
as a sacrifice fifteen years previous to his union with Rebecca. 
Yet even this did not unsettle the Patriarch’s faith. God had told 
him that all the nations of the earth were to be blessed in a Di- 
vine Saviour, of whom Isaac should be a progenitor; and there- 
fore he was fully persuadéd that even the death of his son could 
not invalidate the word of him who cannot lie. The Wood, the 
knife, the altar, and the heart of Abraham, were prepared for the 
bloody catastrophe; and the obstacle which Abraham could never 
remove, God himself took out of the way, Isaac’s reluctance to 
submit to such an unprecedented deed. But while every cir- 
eumstance thus concurred with Abraham’s resolution to execute 
the divine command, the language of faith was, “ God will pro- 
vide.” When the Lord- has given a promise, and when we 
comply with the conditions either expressed or implied in it, we 
may be as certain of its accomplishment as we are of our exis- 
tence. | 

An abhorrence and immediate renunciation of those sins which 
rendered necessary either the destruction of the sinner or the 
death of the Saviour; an entire confidence in the unbounded and 
everlasting mercy of God towards them that fear him; a su- 
preme love to our heavenly Father, to Jesus the Mediator, and 
to the Eternal Spirit, for Heaven’s last best gift te man; a love 
evinced by a conscientious observance of the divine commands, 
and a constant acquiescence in the divine dispensations ; these 
are the duties inculcated by the inspiration -of the Holy One in 
the history of Abrahiam’s trial ; to which, if we wholly give our- 


selves, we shall be acknowledged as the sons and daughters of 
the Lord God Almighty. Amen. 
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Biography. . 
cities c 
MEMOIR OF REV. STERLING COLEMAN BROWN. 
To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Dear BretuReEN, 


Wuen the short sketch of the labours and death of the 
Rev. Sterling C. Brown, inserted in the Minutes, was presented 
to the last Tennessee Annual Conference, it was thought the 
character and usefulness of the deceased, as well as the interest 
of the cause of God, in which he had so triumphantly fallen, re-_ 
quired that a fuller account should be given, than could be insert- 
ed in the printed Minutes. This account was then promised, in 
compliance with which, I now send it to you, for insertion in our 
Magazine, should it meet with your approbation. 

I'am, Dear Brethren, yours 
In bonds of Christian fellowship, 
Tuomas L. Doveuass. 


Srertinc Coteman Brown, -the subject of the following me- 
moir, was born of respectable parentage, in Brunswick county, 
Virginia, March 22d, 1795. His parents, who were worthy mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church, endeavoured both by 
precept and example, to bring up their children in the fear of 
God. In the year 1808 they moved and settled in Giles county, 
Tennessee. They were among the first settlers in that section of 
the country, which was then an uncultivated wilderness and cane- 
break. It was not long, however, before they obtained regular 
preaching: their house was taken into the circuit, and became a 
home for the preachers. Sterling, who was their eldest son, not- 
withstanding the example of his parents, and the light of the gos- 
pel which he had the privilege of enjoying, lived without God and 
religion until the 22d year of his age. In the summer.of 1817, 
a blessed revival of religion took place in his neighbourhood ;. the 
light of heaven shone into his heart, and he, with many others, 
surrendered to the sceptre of redeeming love. His convictions 
were short, but deep and pungent; and after a few weeks, sincere- 
ly and earnestly seeking God in the forgiveness of his sins, he 
obtained mercy, and found redemption through the atoning blood 
of Jesus. His soul was happily converted, October 9th, 1817. 
Of the reality of the change he professed to experience, there 
was no room to doubt. He had (as men in a natural state often 
have) objections to some things pertaining to. the work and wor- 
ship of God. He particularly objected against women praying in 
public, and was often much mortified by hearing his mother pray 
in large congregations. Not long before he was struck under 
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conviction, he attempted to argue and expostulate with her on the 
subject; but when he was arrested by the power of God, she was 
the first person he called on in public to pray for him. This with 
every other objection was soon dropped, and he became the bold 
and zealous advocate of religion; the whole man was changed. 

His call to the ministry was soon manifested in his prayers 
and exhortations among his old companions. A few. weeks 
after his conversion, he attended the Yearly Conference held in 
Franklin, at which time he communicated to me, the exercises 
of his mind relative to the important work of the ministry; 
he seemed to manifest no disposition to confer with flesh and 
blood, and yet such were his views of the magnitude of the 
work, that he trembled at the idea of engaging therein: he 
concluded his communications, by requesting me to dispose of 
him as I might think proper. The Divine Spirit fired his soul 
with love to'God, and an earnest desire to see sinners converted. 
He seemed to think about nothing else: his conversation was all 
directed to this object, and he appeared to have no wish, only to 
be employed in the work and service of God. Three or four 
young men from the same circuit, and a younger brother, attended 
the Conference at the same time. They were all in their first 
love, and professed to feel their minds impressed very seriously 
respecting entering into the work of the ministry; and I have no 
doubt but we may, in a great degree, attribute to their united zeal 
and exertions, the gracious work we had.in Franklin at that Con- 
erence. A 

In December following, I attended the quarterly meeting in Rich- 
land circuit, near his father’s, at which time, he with four others, 
obtained licence to preach. I immediately employed him as the 
helper on Flint circuit, where he remained until the latter part of 
the summer; and then, according to instructions, he formed what 
is now called Limestone circuit, in Alabama. At the Annual Con- 
ference in Nashville, October 1818, he was regularly admitted 
on trial as a travelling preacher, and received a Missionary ap- 
pointment to the settlements on Buffalo river, in Jackson’s pur- 
chase, where he formed what is now called Wayne circuit. In 


October 1819, he was continued on ‘the Minutes remaining on~ 


trial, and was appointed to Nashville circuit, where he bore his 


_ part as an instrument in the great work which took place in the 


district that year. At the Hopkinsville Conference, October, 
1820, he was admitted into full connexion, elected to deacon’s 


orders, and appointed to ride Lebanon circuit. The preachers in 


Conference, having requested that some person would go and 
meet Bishop Roberts, who we understood was sick and confined 
on his way from the Missouri Conference to Tennessee, Brother 
Brown volunteered himself for that service, and immediately set 
off on his journey; and although he was in delicate health, and 


‘quite unfurnished for such a tour at that season of the year, 
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and in a climate much colder than that to which he had. been ac- 
customed, he went and found the Bishop, and staid with him 
until he arrived at his own house in Indiana. While with the 
Bishop, Brother Brown was ordained to:the office of a deacon. 

In December he returned from the north, and entered upon the 
duties of his station as assistant preacher in Lebanon circuit. 
Our beloved brother Brown may properly be styled a martyr in 
the work of God. His exertions and labours subjected him to 
frequent afflictions. Several attacks of sickness, of the Biliary 
form, were met by his physicians, and his life preserved; but he 
knew not how to spare himself, when he saw souls perishing for 
lack of knowledge. His unremitted exertions, in riding and 
preaching day and night, through every kind of exposure, were 
greater than the strength of the man was able to bear. When he 
attended the Camp-Meeting at Salem, near Nashville, the 13th of 
July, he was almost literally reduced to a skeleton, and was 
scarcely able to keep up; and yet when he ascended the pulpit, 
it seemed as if the spirit of the Lord was poured out upon him in 
such a manner, that he forgot his weakness, and his hearers 
could think of nothing bit the subject which he poured into their 
souls. His congregation seemed in their imagination to leave 
the world behind, and ascend with him, until the hight of eternity 
would flash upon the assembly, and his voice be lost amidst the 
shouts and cries of the people. ‘ 

He returned from this meeting, and commenced the necessary 
arrangements for the Camp-Meeting at Ebenezer in his own cir- 
cuit, which was to commence, July 27th. On Sabbath the 22d, 
he preached on a funeral occasion, from 1 Thess. iv. 13, 14. 
But I would not have you to be ignorant, Brethren, concernin 
them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others wikia 
have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died, and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 
The congregation was large, and deeply affected. This was the 
last sermon he preached: he lodged that night at Brother Seays, 
where he had uncommon liberty and much of the divine presence 
while engaged in family prayer. 

Here he sunk under the weight of his labour. On Monday the 
23d he was unable to proceed any further on his. appointments; 
his fever was violent, and continued so on Tuesday; and as it 
affected his head, he was much of his time delirious, On Wed- 
nesday the 24th, Doctor Frazer, his good friend, in the town of 
Lebanon, went with his carriage and brought him to his own 
house, where every attention was paid to him, which could possi- 
bly be required, as long as he lived. He requested the doctor to 
be plain and candid with him, and let him know should he think — 
his -ituation doubtful, which the doctor promised he would do. 
On Friday night he grew worse, and on being informed by the 
doctor that his case was very doubtful, and possibly he might not 
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live till morning, “ Well, Doctor,” said he, “I have given myself 
to the Lord,” and appeared to receive the information with a 
mind perfectly resigned and stayed upon God. He however sur- 
vived the struggle of that night. On doctor Frazer’s suggesting 
the propriety of calling in a consulting physician, brother Brown 
consented, and named Doctor Yandle, preferring him, in conse- 
uence of his life having been preserved the preceding year (as 
he believed) by the prompt and energetic practice of a phy- 
sician who had studied and practiced with Dr. Yandle. The 
physicians when met, concurred in the mode of treatment, 
but the heavenly summons had come. His brother Hartwell H. 
Brown and Xobert Paine, who entered into the ministry the 
same time he did, were both with him, and attended his bed-side 
night and day. He became very weak, and unable to converse 
or suffer much company in theroom. The business of his cir- 
cuit and the approaching Camp-Meeting, seemed to lie with pe- 
euliar weight upon his mind; his solicitude respecting the suc- 
cess of the meeting, and the prosperity of the circuit, it was 
thought frequently brought on, and increased his fever. On 
Thursday evening, August 2d, I arrived in the neighbourhood on 
my way to the Camp-Meeting, and hearing of his situation, I went 
early on Friday morning to see him. When I entered his room, 
he reached his hand to me, and looked some moments very wish- 
fully in my face, at last he said, “ and you have found me.” I 
asked him if he retained his confidence in God, he replied, “‘ J do,” 
and mentioned the happiness he enjoyed the last time he preach- 
ed; and the comfort he experienced in family prayer the night 
before he ‘was taken sick. I asked him if he then felt like giving 
himself up to the Lord, and trusting in him, he answered, “I do.” 
When he was asked by one present, if he regretted having started 
to preach the gospel,he answered, “ Ono!” and on being asked 
a second time if he had it to do again, would he do it? he very 
feelingly replied, “ O yes, yes.” When I informed him, I was 
going to the Camp-ground (which was four miles from Lebanon) 
he said, “ you ought to be there, but” (after pausing a while to col- 
lect strength said) “ you must come back and see me—When I left 
my Father’s house I put myself under your care,—you are my friend, 
—see me through.” ‘This was an appeal to my feelings which 1 
could not resist; accordingly I staid but little of my time on the 
Camp-ground. On Saturday morning a little before day, it was 
again thought the time of his departure had come; he received 


the information without manifesting any degree of surprise or — 


alarm, and after making a disposition of his property, which he 
did in the most deliberate and judicious manner, he mentioned 
his relations; “‘ tell my father and mother,” said he, “to go on— 
not to grieve for me, and I shall soon meet them in heaven—and tell 
my dear sister to meet me at the throne of God.” Being ‘asked 
respecting his belief in the doctrines of our church, which he“ 
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had preached, he replied, “ he had no doubt of their truth, and 
still most unquestionably believed them.” When asked if he did 
not still feel a wish to recommend a religious life, as the surest 
and sweetest life on earth, he answered in his usual manner, “ Q 
yes,—yes.” He seemed particularly fond of conversation about 
the doctrine of holiness or sanctification ; and of the goodness 
of God to him. He expressed the deepest gratitude to God for 
his kind protection to him through the numerous vicissitudes of 
life, and particularly for his conviction, conversion, and call to the 
ministry. He would frequently call on those around his bed, 
saying, “pray to.my good Maker—O bless the Lord—Glory 
to God.” In this way # continued until Sunday night, when the 
doctor again despaired of bringing the system under the influence 
of medicine, and informed him he must certainly die, to which 
he listened with his usual composure. After some minutes look- 
ing at brother Paine, who was standing by him, he said, “J am 
gone,” alluding to his death. When brother Paine spoke to him 
about entering into his heavenly rest, he joyfully added, “ Heaven! . 
the weary wanderer’s rest.” When inketted day was breaking, 
and that he would soon see a Sun that would never set—you will 
soon be—he interrupted brother Paine by adding,—“ I shall soon 
be past the portals of light.” He requested his brother to take 
his horse and dedicate him to the good purpose of travelling the 
circuit, “‘and always recollect,” said he, “when you get up to 
preach, get up in the Spirit, and preach in the Spirit,—you can’t 
preach without the Spirit.” To another of his friends, a young 
preacher, he said, “ Jt is an awful thing to be a minister’ of the 
a ys never start than to be unfaithful.” 
n this frame of mind he continued until Wednesday, at which 
time I had to leave him, and we all flattered ourselves, there was 
a prospect of his recovery ; but it was only the effort of expiring 
nature, summoning up all its strength for the last conflict. In the 
evening he grew worse again, and gradually sunk, until he bid this 
world adieu. A little before he breathed his last, he said to a 
mother in Israel], who attended him almost constantly, “ Jf I had to 
lwe again I would live as I have lived,—only I would go out with 
double zeal, and spend another life in preaching the gospel of a cru- 
cified Jesus to perishing sinners,” and added, “I would rather die 
now, than live and not be able to preach the gospel.” In a letter to me, 
giving an account of his last moments, Doctor Frazer writes, “His 
occasional remarks to me, when labouring under the heart-rending 
precursors of his dissolution, warrants me in believing that he en- 
Joyed strong evidences of his eternal felicity. When I let him 
know he could not recover, he replied, ‘ I thank you, str, for your 
candour,—I thank md God he has been propitious to me,—im 
peace 1s made,—my Christ smiles in my face,—and if it is the will 
of my good Maker to take me now, I am ready,—his will be done, 
Di mgai said he, ‘FT have no wish to live in this awarld, only te 
VE. 12 
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serve my good Maker as long as he will let me live, and then to wing 
my way to heaven.’ At another time he remarked, that his friends 
all appeared to be alarmed for him; but, said he, ‘I am not alarmed, 
—I am in the hands of my good God, in whom I have great con- 
fidence,’ and shouted in acclamations of praise and thanksgiving, 
observing, that ‘the light of his Saviour’s reconciled countenance 
shone brighter than he ever saw tt before.’ As well as I can re- 
collect, it was about forty minutes before he expired, that I saw 
his lips moving, and felt a wish to know his mind. I asked 
him if he had that unbounded confidence yet in his God for his 
eternal salvation, that he had always expressed? He replied, ‘ I 
have ;’ and in a few minutes sweetly fell asleep.” These were 
his last words,—human nature sunk, and died, but the immortal 
spirit lives for ever. Without a struggle or a groan he reclined his 
head as in the bosom of his Master and breathed his last, a lit- 
tle before day, on Friday, August 10th. On Saturday his re- 
mains were deposited in the silent tomb, in the burying-ground at 
Ebenezer, near the Campground. On Sunday, ee Ae 2d, 
I preached his funeral sermon at the stage on the Camp-ground, 
near his grave, to about two thousand people. It was a weeping 
time.—Some of the people came more than twenty miles.—T hey 
met in silence,—took their seats, and wept on account of their 
loss, and the Joss the church had sustained; but our mourning 
was not of the bitter kind: a confidence that our much loved 
brother, had joined the church triumphant, seemed to sweeten 
our sorrow, while we cherished the consoling reflection, that we 
should meet him again, in that heavenly city whither he has 

one. 
. As a Christian, and a Christian Minister, brother Brown was 
admired and esteemed by hundreds and thousands, who knew 
and heard him. Had wealth, or worldly distinctions, or the com- 
forts of domestic enjé6yment been objects of magnitude in his 
estimation, few young men enjoyed more flattering prospects 
than he did; but these were nothing in his view, when he felt 
the word of God like fire in his bones. He enjoyed the advan- 
tage of a good education. His knowledge, particularly of the 
English Grammar, and of the English Language, was such as - 

ualified him, in a very eminent degree, for the work to which he 
was called of God. His mind was super-eminently illuminated 
by the divine truths of the gospel. His religious enjoyments 
were not occasional flashes, but a constant, steady flame of pure 
rational Christian happiness. He was cheerful and agreeable, and - 
at the same time solemn in his deportment. Is him we beheld a 
devotion of the most refined character. It was at once, both 
humble and elevated in its nature. His language in prayer, was 
the most natural, easy, and childlike mode of expression, while 
his earnestness clearly evinced, that he had immediate and near 
access to amercy-seat. His zeal was perfectly scriptural, ardent, 
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steady, pure and persevering; kindled at the altar of God, it 
went not out by day or night, When in the pulpit, he appeared 
to receive the flame immediately from heaven, and gave it in its 
purity to his hearers. He seldom addressed a congregation with- 
out feeling the subject himself; and one of the most distinguishing 
characteristics of his discourses was, that they never failed to in- 
spire the mind of his hearers with the liveliest sensations of hap- 
piness. His judgment was excellent in the selection of a subject 
applicable to his audience, and his memory such, that he was 
seldom at a loss; and although he might give ideas which we 
had often read, or heard before, his manner and method were so 
peculiarly his own, that what he said appeared to be entirely new 
and original. His eloquence was purely that of the pulpit. There 
was nothing trifling in his matter or manner, when he was en- 
gaged on an important point; nothing facetious, nor chaffy was 
addressed to the skittish fancy of his hearers. He informed 
the judgment by pouring instruction on the mind, and commu- 
nicating divine light in a solemn and impressive manner. He 
awakened the conscience by closely applying the truths of the 
gospel, and developing the depxavity of human nature, in the 
practices of mankind, in such a manner, that sinners present, 
have sometimes thought themselves personally alluded to; and 
have charged their companions with giving information respect- 
ing their conduct and sentiments. He would then move all the 
affections or feelings of his hearers, by exhibiting alternately to 
their minds, the beauty of religion and the deformity of,vice,— 
the happiness of the righteous, and the miseries of the wicked,— 
the glories of heaven, and the gloomy horrors of hell. His ser- 
mons were warm and powerful addresses to his congregations, in 
which he very judiciously connected doctrinal, experimental and 
practical religion, with its resulting consequences. He was both 
a Boanerges, and a son-of consolation. At one moment, with 
divine authority, he would pour forth all the thunders of Sinai; 
and the next moment he seemed to be a heavenly messenger 
standing on Mount-Calvary, and in angelic strains, imparting balm 
to the wounds which had been made. He was tall and athletic 
in his person, fair in his complexion, and of an intelligent and in- 
teresting countenance. We loved and esteemed him very highly 
for his work’s sake, while he was with us, but we had not a full 
conception of his true greatness, until after he was taken from us. 
In him the church militant has lost one of its most useful orna- 
ments, but his work is done; and we have not a doubt, but he 
now enjoys the reward of his labour of love, “ where the wicked 
cease to trouble, and the weary are at rest.” 























































a2 SPIRITUAL ARITHMETIC, ~ 


Scripture Iiustrated. 


: From the London Methodist Magazine. 
Spiritual Arithmetic ; or the numbering of our Days—A Caleu- 


lation of the greatest importance. 
“ So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.” 
Psalm xe. 12. 


“ Each moment has its sickle, emulous 

Of time’s enormous scythe, whose ample sweep 
Strikes empires from the root; each moment plays 
His little weapon in the narrow sphere 

Of sweet domestic comfort, and cuts down 

The fairest bloom of subltunary bliss.” 

Time, the stream of time, is in motion, in swift, incessant 
motion; we are sailing on its surface, and shall soon be launched 
into the shoreless ocean of eternity ; and if in the leaky vessel of 
our own righteousness, shall be absorbed and lost for ever. 

Very striking is the thought, “ that when a few years are come, 
we shall go the way whence we shall not return.” Then, as time 
is thus rapidly performing its momentous revolutions, let it be the 
prayer of our hearts to the God of our life, “‘So teach us to num- 
ber our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wis“om.” 

He who numbereth his days, or taketh a right account of the 
shortness of the present life, compared with the unnumbered ages 
of eternity, will soon become a proficient in the semfnary of true 
wisdom. 

Let me seriously call the attention of the readers of this article, 
to the following particulars: First, death is the destiny of man. © 

‘¢Man that is born of a woman, is but of few days; he cometh 
up as a flower and is cut down.” ‘The illustrious prophet de- 
clares in language at once elegant and emphatic, “ We all do fade 
as a leaf.’ Veo 


“ How rapid pass the fleeting hours ! 

And so decline our various powers ; 

As, verdure drops from rural bowers, 
And falls the leaf.” 


The decree is gone forth, “ Dust thou art, and unto dust thou 
shalt return.” This decree, is like unto that of the Medes and 
Persians, it altereth not. Neither rank, nor age, can claim ex- 
emption from the shafts of this destroyer. The residence of mah 
is not ina castle, butrather in an mn: ‘We have here no continue - 
ing city.” We are pilgrims, we are strangers, we are sojourners, 
as all our fathers were, and are rapidly moving towards “ the 
house appointed for all living.” Death is the destiny of man; 
whether he resides in a splendid palace, or a dusky cottage. 
‘‘ There is no discharge in this war.” Where is Goliath with his 
‘immense armour end brazen boots? Where is the Macedonian 
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monarch Alexander, who thirsted for universal empire ? Where 
are the Cesars, Pompey, Hannibal, Titus, Vespasian, &c.? Are 
they not gone the way of all the earth? and the “ weapons of 
war are perished ;” they are fallen from their hands. Death is 
the destiny of man. Hath wisdom delivered, strength rescued, 
or wealth ransomed any from the power of the grave? The 
greatest heroes, with all their boasted confidence, have been com- 
pelled to yield to the king of fear. Absalom could not outride 
him; Pharaoh’s chariot-wheels fell off when in the chase; Jona- 
than and Saul, swift as eagles, strong as the lion, yet how were 
they slain with the mighty! Secondly, The time of human exis- 
tence 1s comparatively short. How short is human life, when 
compared with the duration of the world? It is near six thou- 
sand years since this terrestrial ball, the visible creation of the 
mighty God, arose to view. What an immense number of gene- 
rations have passed away ! But, O how short is the span of mor- 
tal existence, when compared with the boundless ages of eternity. 
What can we say of endless duration ? It confounds our thought, 
and petrifies our powers! We may keep footing in the shallows 
of time, but, how soon are we swallowed up in the stupendous 
ocean of eternity. David the king might well exclaim, “Behold 
thou hast made my days as a hand’s breadth, and mine age is as 
nothing before thee.” The vast ages of eternity can only be 
measured by him, who is sublimely said by the most eloquent 
of prophets, to “inhabit eternity.” To number our days then, 
1s seriously to reflect upon the infinite disproportion our time 
bears, either to what preceded it, or to that endless ‘duration 
which will follow after. Thirdly, The attainment of true wisdom 
should be the primary and grand object of our purswt. Wisdom 
is a word, which has different acceptations in the sacred Serip- 
tures. Sometimes it signifies natural sagacity, or quick invention. 
At other times it means an acquaintance with various arts and 
sciences. So ‘“ Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the 
Egyptians.” But it is a superior kind of wisdom, to which the 
motto at the head of this article refers, and to which it is our duty 
to “apply our hearts.” ‘The wisdom there must be understood 
in the highest and best acceptation of the term, as denoting 
knowledge, combined with saving faith and solid utility. Hence 
St. Paul prays in behalf of the Colossians, “That they might be 
filled with. the knowledge of God’s will, in all wisdom, and 
spiritual understanding.” When Moses, the man of God, beheld 
the degraded state of the Israelites, he piously prayed in their 
behalf, “‘O that they were wise, that they understood this; that 
they would consider their latter end.” Properly considering our 
latter end, is “ numbering our days ;” and this isthe best method 
of “applying our hearts unto wisdom.” The person destitute of 
this wisdom never rises above the world on the wings of holy 
desire. It is only the wisdom of heavenly origin, “the wisdom 
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from above,” that will lead the soul thither from whence it came. 
Other attainments are but dross, when compared to the excellency 
of heavenly wisdom, or the knowledge of God through Christ 
Jesus the Lord. ‘Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the 
man that getteth understanding; for the merchandise of it is 
better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than 
fine gold. She is more precious than rubies; and all the things 
thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her. It cannot 
be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the precious onyx, or the 
sapphire. The gold and the chrystal cannot equal it; and the 
exchange of it shall not be for jewels of fine gold. No mention 
shall be made of coral, or of pearls; for the price of wisdom is 
above rubies. The topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it, neither 
shall it be valued with pure gold.” If such is the transcendant 
worth of Divine and heavenly wisdom, as exhibited in the pre- 
ceding magnificent description; let it henceforward be our ardent 
supplication, “So teach us to number our days, that we may 
apply our hearts unto wisdom.” This prayer js directed to the 
Majesty of Heaven; every other teacher will be found incoimpe- 
tent to instruct us fully in the important science of salvation; 
the grand and sublime doctrines of heavenly wisdom. “For the 
Lord giveth wisdom ; out of his,mouth cometh knowledge and 
understanding. None teacheth like him.” Incessantly then, 
should this solemn petition be put up to God our instructer: 
‘So teach us to number”——“ Teach us to number.”. What? 
the sum of our earthly treasures—the number and magnitude of 
our estates—the lands we have called by our own names—O! 
no; these things are not admitted into this calculation. Few 
require any stimulus, as it respects matters of this kind. Then, 
what is it that we are here called upon to number? Not the 
radiant stars in the splendid vaulted arch of heaven, nor the 
drops of water in the stupendous briny ocean, nor the multitudes 
of sands upon the sea shore. But the grand subject of calculation 
here is, ‘‘ to number our days;” not that we are to reckon upon 
the length, but rather upon the shortness of our lives. Not the 
great number, but the fewness of our days. That, reflecting upon 
the shortness of life, we may endeavour to improve it to the best 
of purposes. It is essential to our present and future happiness, 
“that we may apply our hearts unto wisdo:.” Yes,*as the 
industrious student applies himself to his studies; as the philoso- 
pher applies himself in exploring the deep recesses of nature; as 
the general of an army applies himself in laying his plans to meet 
a hostile foe. But we must apply ourselves with greater ear- 
nestness and solicitude, it must be the application of the heart. 
Let then, the hand be applied to labour, the head to knowledge, 
and the heart to wisdom and spiritual understanding. 

The numbering of our days, and applying our hearts unto 
wisdom, will be attended with many peculiar and solid advantages, 
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as, 1. It will inspire us with different sentiments of all those 
acquired outward distinctions amongst men. What isa magnifi- 
cent retinue, or costly equipage ? The breath of the king of ter- 
rors blows away at once all beauty, and draws a curtain over the 
splendours of life. Look at the greatest men that ever governed ; 
how affecting the sight, to behold a dead general, or an expiring 
monarch ! By numbering our days, we shall form a right esti- 
mate of persons and things. 2. Numbering our days aright will 
be a convincing proof to us of the vanity of the world, and all 
terrestrial objects. 3. Another chief piece of wisdom, which such 
a numbering of our days will teach us, is the proportion we 
should bestow of our time, and affections, and labours, upon this 
world, and that which is to come. For if the amount of our days 
here be infinitely exceeded by those endless ages, so far should 
our diligence, in what relates to eternity, surpass our anxiety for. 
the present world. Let us then devoutly pray, “So teach us to 
number our days,” that we may be happily numbered with thy 
saints in glory everlasting. Amen, and amen! 


The Attributes of God Displayed. 


Tue following remarkable instance of Divine Providence, 
was copied for the London Methodist Magazine, from Turner’s 
Wonders of Providence, chapter 27, page 107, published in 1697, 
and is a full exemplification of the truth of that Scripture, which 
saith, “Call upon me in the day of trouble, I will deliver thee, 


and thou shalt glorify me.” 


“ Major Edward Gibbons, of Boston in America, with others, 
sailed from Boston to some other parts of America; but were, 
through contrary winds, kept long at sea, so that they were in 
very great straits for want of provisions; and seeing all other 
hopes of relief were cut off, they applied themselves to heaven 
in humble and hearty prayers, but God, no doubt, for the trying 
of their faith and patience, did not immediately answer their sup- 
plications. 

“In this desperate condition, one of them made this sorrowful 
motion, that they should cast lots, which of them should die first, 
to satisfy the ravenous hunger of the rest. After many 2 sad 
debate, they agreed to it, the lot was cast, and one of the com- 
pany was taken, but where was the executioner to be found to 
perform this office upon the poor innocent? It appeared worse 
than death to think who should act this bloody part in the tra- 
gedy ; but before they fell into this involuntary execution, they 
once more had recourse to prayer, and while they were calling 

upon God, he answered them, for there leaped a large fish into 
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| the boat, which was the cause of great joy to them all, not only 
1B in relieving their miserable hunger, but also they looked upon it 

as sent from God as a token of their deliverance. But, alas! 

| this fish was soon eaten, and their former exigence came .upon 
them, which sunk their spirits into despair, for they knew not 
how to procure another morsel. To the lot they go the second 
time, and it fell upon another person, but still none could be 
found to sacrifice him; they again offer their fervent prayers to 
heaven, and God graciously again answers them; a great bird 
lights, and fixes itself upon the mast, which, one of the company 
th observing, went, and it stood until he came to it, and secured it. 
This was as life from the dead the second time. They feasted 
themselves herewith, as hoping that this second remarkable pro- 
vidential relief was the forerunner of their complete deliverance. 
But, alas! still they could see no land, and they knew not where 
they were. Hunger increased again upon them, and they had no 
hope to be saved but by a third miracle. They were reduced to 
the former course of casting lots; but when they were about to 
proceed to the heart-breaking work, to put him to death upon 
whom the lot had fallen, they applied to their former friend in 
adversity, by humble and hearty prayers. ‘Then they looked and 
looked again, but there was nothing. Their prayers were con- 
cluded, and there was no appearance of relief. Yet still they 
hoped and stayed, till one of them observed a ship, which put 
new life into them; they used every means in their power to 
approach the ship, and humbly supplicated to be received on 
board, which they were permitted. The ship proved to be a 
French pirate. Major Gibbons petitioned them for a little bread, 
and offered ship and cargo for it. But the commander knew the 
Major, (from whom he had received some signal favours formerly 
at Boston,) and replied readily and cheerfully, ‘ Major Gibbons, 
not a hair of you, or of any of your company, shall perish, if it 
lie in my power to preserve you.’ And accordingly he relieved 
them, and set them safe on shore.” 
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I; MEMOIR OF MRS. ANNA DOW, LATE CONSORT OF THE REV. 
ti JOHN DOW, OF BELLE-VILLE, NEW-JERSEY. 


To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Dear Brerturen, 

In requesting you to give the following brief memoir of 
my departed companion, a place in your Magazine, | have, among 
others, two particular objects in view; first, that by giving pub- 
licity to the gracious dealings of God towards the object of my 
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{enderest regard on earth, in the conversion of her soul, and in 
“keeping her by his power, through faith unto salvation,” I shall 
at least have attempted to evince the gratitude which I feel for 
this distinguished mercy. and goodness ; and secondly, that the 
exemplification of the power and grace of God towards my 
dear friend in her last moments, may be blest to the comfort of 
desponding saints, and operate to the conviction of impenitent 
sinners. Should these considerations be deemed sufficient to jus- 
tify the publication, your oe will confer a favour on, 
Dear Brethren, 
Yours in affection, 
Joun Dow. 


Anna Dow, the subject of this memoir, and late the object of 
my earthly joys, was born in the town of Newark, New-Jersey, | 
Feb. 25, 1766. By a pious widowed mother, she was early in- 
structed in the principles of the Christian religion ; and although 
she was a stranger to inward piety in her youthful days, such was 
the sweetness of her temper and disposition, and such the cor- 
rectness of her moral deportment, that she was loved and esteem- 
ed by all who knew her, and considered an ornament to the 
circle in which she moved. _ . 

We were united by the sacred ties of wedlock before either of 
us had attained the age of twenty-one years, and in this union 
our souls were blended together. Soon after our marriage, God 
was pleased in his infinite mercy to bring me into the covenant cf 
his favour and love, and I became a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. My dear companion had a great veneration 
for God and religion, and was frequently under general convictions, 
as to the importance and necessity of a change of heart. Under 
these exercises she would be much engaged with God in prayer for 
an evidence of her acceptance, but for several years she made no 
public profession of religion. I often thought that she enjoyed a 
measure of inward peace and comfort, but that her modesty, and 
the unworthy views which she entertained of herself, kept her 
from casting in her lot with the people of God. Her respect and 
regard for the ministers of the gospel of all denominations were 
great, and as my house was now opened for Methodist preaching, 
and a home for the itinerant ministers, they experienced her 
kindness, in all the little offices of domestic attention which she 
had it in her power to render; and long before she became a 
member of the church, she was esteemed by thefgaas a sister in 
the Lord, and I have no doubt, that in the memory and affection 
of many of those servants of God who survive her, she still lives. 

About sixteen years ago it pleased God, in an unusual manner, 
to pour out his Holy Spirit on our village, and. revive his lan- 
guishing cause. (Would to heaven it might now be repeated !) 


Qn this occasion, several persons were awakened. converted to 
Vou. VI. 12 
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God, and added to the church. Now it, was, that my beloved 
partner obtained so clear an evidence of a work of grace in her 
soul, that with all her timidity and tenderness of conscience, she 
ventured to unite with the Methodist society at Belle-Ville, and 
continued to ornament her Christian profession, until she was 
called to join the church triumphant in Glory! She loved the 
means of grace, and ordinances of religion; and while her health 
admitted, was a constant attendant on the class and prayer meet- 
ings, as well as public preaching,—nor did she fail to reap the 
advantages of those gracious privileges, being often on those occa- 
sions melted into tenderness, and overwhelmed with a sense of 
the love and presence of God. 

For the last seven years of her life, she was a subject of much 
bodily indisposition. An abscess near the joint of her left wrist, 
occasioned by a trifling injury, proved a source of continued 
affliction, and excruciating pain. She suffered several severe 
operations, till at length the joint of the wrist was rendered use- 
less, and the hand withered. This affection, it is believed, com- 
municated with the system, and laid the foundation of a pulmo- 
nary disease, which terminated her life; and during every stage 
of this protracted, and complicated affliction, her Christian phi- 
losophy and lamb-like patience were such, as to attract general 
notice and admiration. 

In the month of October last, I was under the necessity of 


being absent from home for several weeks on public business. I 


left her apparently in her usual health, but no doubt she had 
been imperceptibly declining for some time. On my return in 
the latter part of November, I discovered she was rapidly sinking 
under the ravages of her complaint; but to my inexpressible com- 
fort, 1 found, that her increased affliction had been abundantly 
sanctified, and that her soul was happy in God. She detailed to 
me, some peculiar visitations of joy and peace, which she had re- 
cently experienced in answer to prayer, and I have no doubt she 
was then a subject of that “ perfect love which casteth out fear,” 
as she had for some time been breathing after an entire con- 
formity to the will and image of God. Death to her had now 


lost its terror, and when Satan assailed her “he found nothing in - 


her.” She did not appear at this time to apprehend that the 
hour of her departure was so near at hand, nor had I an idea that 
in the short space of two weeks, [ should experience the heart- 
rending stroke of separation! She expressed an opinion, however, 
that there was a probability of her expiring in one of those severe 
paroxysms by suffocation, which was an appendage of her dis- 
ease, and manifested a cheerful willingness either to live or die as 
it might please her heavenly father ; but for the last eight or ten 
days of her life, she entertained only one sentiment on this sub- 
ject, which was, that there was no probability of her recovery, 
and that the moment of her dissolution was drawing near. On 
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this impression all her subsequent arrangements and conversation 
were predicated; and she expected every succeeding day would 
be the last. Unwilling to excite the tender sympathy of her 
children, she privately informed the servant where she would find 
the sheets, and other articles which she had laid aside, to be used 
at the time of her death, and exercised the greatest firmness and 
presence of mind in every thing she said. 

On Wednesday of the week preceding that of her death, she 
talked but little, but what she said evinced that her mind was 
much engaged with God. She said to a friend, “1 hope it may 

lease the Lord to give me an easy passage out of this world.” 
Thursday she said to her physician, “Ah doctor! you thought 
to raise me, but you were mistaken.” In the evening, observing 
her devout aspirations, I said, my dear, your soul is breathing 
after God, to which she bowed her head, and appeared much en- 
gaged. Friday morning she directed that I should be called up 
about four o’clock to talk with her. She expressed a concern 
lest she should become impatient, and added that the adversary 
would not let her alone: he tells me, said she, that [ if I was a child 
of. God, 1 would not be permitted to suffer so much. 1 remind- 
ed her that Satan dared to assail the innocent Jesus himself, and 
that he in his last conflict ‘‘ poured out strong cries and tears to 
God, and was heard in that he feared,” and that God would un- 
questionably hear her prayers, and deliver her from this tempta- 
tion, repeating at the same time, 


When Satan appears to stop up our path, 

And fill us with fears, we triumph by faith, 
He cannot take from us, though oft he has tried, _ 

That heart cheering promise, the Lord will provide. 


She was immediately delivered from the assault, and never com- 
plained of temptation afterward. She was very much oppressed 
all the morning, and laboured hard for breath; but in her greatest 
extremity, she made the utmost effort to suppress every thing 
which might have the appearance of complaining, and would fre- 
quently say, “I hope I do not murmur.” She suffered much 
during the following night, and on Saturday morning appeared as 
if she would not survive the day. About ten o’clock her distress, 
arising from difficulty of breathing, greatly increased, and she 
asked with much composure, whether this was not death; appear- 
ing anxious, if it should be the will of God, to take her ever- 
lasting flight ; but God saw fit to spare her a little longer, and for. 
purposes which in part we afterwards realized. During the after- 
noon she spoke largely of the goodness of God, particularly in the 
gift of his only begotten Son. This expression, His only Son, 
she repeated, and appeared to dweil on it with singular pleasure, 
lamenting that she had made such smali returns of gratitude for 
such great goodness and love, and that she had lived so little to 
the glory of God; but she observed, it was not of works, that 
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God only required that she should give herself to him. This she 
said she had fully done, together with all her children, adding, 
that she hoped she would have the satisfaction to say in heaven, 
“ Here Lord I am, and the children whom thou hast given me.” 
Sunday morning, having slept but little the preceding night, and 
taking little or no nourishment, she was much exhausted ; but 
weak as she was, she exerted herself to admonish her children 
and friends, particularly those who were strangers to religion ; 
extorting from them promises, that they would seek the Lord, 
and urging her importunities by observing, that they proceeded 
from her dying lips. ‘To me she said, observing my grief, “Don’t 
Weep over me, our hearts were indeed entwined about each 
other, but they must be sundered, and it is best for me to go first, 
because I can best be spared.” Afterwards, placing her hand on 
my head, she exclaimed, ‘ God bless you, my dear, add seals to 
your ministry, and give you a crown of Glory !” On Monday she 
was very ill, and said but little. ‘Tuesday until one o’clock her 
sufferings were indescribable, but God was with her, and she was 
perfectly resigned. She had now passed through her last pang of 
distress, and God was about, in answer to her prayers, to give her 
an easy passage to her heavenly home. She said to her neice, 
** My dear, a great change has taken place;” intimating, that she 
had done suffering, which was the case, for she became perfectly 
easy, and as she had slept but little for near a week, she inclined 
very much to doze. It was observed, however, that she resisted 
this inclination, and wanted to keep awake, evidently intending 
to meet death in the full exercise of her mental powers. She 
had sat erect in her bed for several days and nights, her com- 
plaint not permitting her to lie down, and this position it appears 
she intended to retain as long as she could, in order it would seem 
to evidence the firmness and composure of her mind. At three 
o’clock Wednesday morning I was called up. On approaching 
her bed she said, “I want you to talk to me to rouse me up.” 
I hope my dear, said I, your soul is still happy in God. She 
attempted to reply, “ I feel nothing—nothing” her voice faulter- 
ing, 1 added, nothing contrary to love; in which she acquiesced 
by a nod. I then repeated the hymn, 


* There is a heaven of sweet delight,” &c. 


She seemed to participate in every word, and was quite cheerful. 
f observed to her, when Mr. Wesley died, he said, ‘‘ The best of 
all is, God is with us;” she replied in broken accents, “ that is 
best of all.” She was now within less than two hours of her dis- 
solution, and yet such was her strength and firmness, that she sat 
erect without any support, and refused to have any, nor would 
she suffer any one to convey to her lips, the little liquid moisture 
which she required, but did it with her own hand to the very 
’ast drop she took, which was but a few minutes before she ex- 
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ired. Observing her breath to shorten very fast, and that she 
still retained her perfect understanding, and being convinced that 
she. knew her ra was in the act of leaving its clay tenement, I 
repeated the following lines of one of her‘favourite hymns, which 
che used to sing with peculiar interest. 


The world recedes, it disappears, 
Heaven opens on my eyes, my eare 

With sounds seraphic ring, 

Lend, lend your wings, I mount, I fly, 
O grave, where is thy victory ? 

O death where is thy sting ! 


She appeared to make every sentiment her own, and bowed her 
head to let us know, that she realized what was there expressed. 
Soon after she lost the power of retaining her position, and was 
gently eased down by her friends, and at a quarter after five 
o’clock on Wednesday morning, the 11th of December, 1822, 
without a spasm, a struggle or a groan, she left the shores of time, 
and ‘an abundant entrance was ministered to her, into the ever- 
lasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 

Thus lived, and thus died, one of the most excellent of women. 
May I be favoured with a double portion of her evangelical spirit, 
and may my last end be like hers. , 


Her worth and graces best were known, 
To those who held a favoured place, 
Where her domestic graces shone, 

Or mov’d within her kind embrace. 


*T was her’s to soothe a husband’s grief, ’ 
Nor did she lack maternal care ; 

In her the needy found relief, 

And often shar’d her silent prayer. 


Her moisten’d eye with pity beam’d, 
Whene’er that eye beheld distress, 

And nought by her too much was deem'‘d, 
To render keen afflictions less. 


For worth like this, departed now ' 
How can surviving friends restrain 
The inward pang they feel, or how, 
The sad bereaving stroke sustain ? 


But why distress'd ? or why complain ? 
in Jesus’ arms she fell asleep, 

To die was her eternal gain, 

QO! how consoling while we weep! 


From pain and sorrow, tears and care, 
To heaven I trace my bosom friend, 
See, children, see your mother there, 
Triumphing in her happy end. 


Seek Gon, for He s a sun and shield, 
Though adverse scenes obscure the light, 
To Hts omnific mandate yield, 
And own that all He does is right. 
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Miscellaneous. 


For the Methodist Magazine. 


IMPORTANCE OF STUDY TO A MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL. 
(Continued from page 66.) 


In addition to those branches of knowledge already men- 
tioned, there are others which have a claim upon your attention.. 
Puivosopny, including natural and moral science, is a depart- 
ment of study highly important to the Biblical student. 

By Natural Philosophy, we understand the natural history of 
the Universe, including the different genus, and the several species 
of animated nature, from man down to the lowest reptile or 
smallest animalcula; also the history of inanimate creation, com- 
prehending the various productions of sea and land, with the va- 
rious uses, as far as can be ascertained, of each fossil, plant or 
vegetable, describing the simple elements of which compounded 
bodies are composed. How vast the study of nature! How great, 
therefore, nature’s God! Every reader of the Bible knows how 
frequently these things are referred to in the Scriptures; and that 
without some acquaintance with them, it is not possible to under- 
stand the point of the numerous allusions which are made to ani- 
mals, to vegetables and fossils, by the inspired writers. To be 
able to understand, in some tolerable degree, how the great 
elaboratory of nature, like an immense Al]chymist, continually 
carries on its operations by causes and instruments which, to be 
sure, often elude the sight of human eyes, must produce the pro- 
foundest reverence for the infinite skill of the adorable Author of 
nature, and not a little strengthen our belief in the divinity of that 
Book, in which these great principles of nature are perpetually 
recognized. And the deeper we dive into this profound abyss, 
the more diffident shall we be of our own powers, while we shall 
be filled with admiration of the grand displays of God’s immea- 
surable wisdom, power, and goodness. 

When an allusion is made in the Holy Scriptures, to those 
things with which we are familiar, we are immediately struck 
with its aptness, and are instructed by the illustration; and if we 
were as well acquainted with all the other natural productions 
and curiosities, as well as the artificial works of man, to which 
reference is made by metaphor and allegory, we should be no less 
edified and delighted, with the justness of the comparison, or the 
fitness of the allegory. But the limits we have prescribed to our- 
selves, in these remarks, will not allow us to particularize. This 
you must do for yourself; and you cannot open the Book of God, 
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without discovering these perpetual references to the various 

roductions of nature, to animals and vegetables, and, indeed, to 
all the elements of nature; and which are used by the inspired 
writers to illustrate some point of doctrine, to enforce some duty, 
or to inspire faith in some promise, or to render some threatening 
more tremendous in its aspect. 

The Fragments added to the latest editions of Catmert, con- 
tain much useful and curious matter illustrative of the natural his- 
tory of the Bible. If the Editor has erred at all in his numerous 
elucidations, it has been in indulging too frequently in conjec- 
tures, and by endeavouring to lower down the majesty of miracu- 
lous interpositions to the common operations of the laws of nature. 
But every reader must exercise his own judgment on whatever 
author he may consult. Harmer’s Observations are a valuable 
acquisition for a literal interpretation of many preg of Scrip- 
ture which have a reference to the philosophy of the Bible. Many 
systems of natural philosophy have been written; but perhaps 
Ray's Survey of the Wisdom of God in the Creation, Goldsmith’s 
Animated Nature, and Wesley’s Philosophy, are among the best. 
If, however, you wish to see this subject more fully exemplified, 
you may consult Buffon,* who is a lively writer, and to whom 
Goldsmith acknowledges many obligations. Wesley’s Philosophy 
possesses one excellence, to which the others have not an equal 
claim; it directs all its researches to one determinate end, namely, 
the display of the perfections of God in His wonderful Works. 
What a pity that all writers did not keep this end in°view? For 
what is nature but the “ Art of God!” And what are all thé artificial 
works of men, but so many emanations of God’s glory shining 
forth through the mind of man, and reflected from the work of 
his hands? At any rate, this should be the end to be kept steadily 
in view by every Biblical.student in all his philosophical re- 
searches. The creative skill and ever acting agency of God must 
be seen in all His works and ways. Newton was both a philoso- 
pher and a Christian. And that a deep knowledge of the laws of 
nature, has a tendency to fill the mind with devout acknowledg- 
ments of the great SuPREME, is evinced by the effect which his 
astonishing discoveries produced on fAzs expanded mind. It is 
said that he never pronounced the ineffable Name without a 
solemn pause! How wonderful the works of God! “In wisdom 
hast thou made them all.” 

The next branch of Philosophy is called Morat. It treats of 
Minp—Of God, of Angels, of Men—and endeavours to ascertain 
the duties of moral beings to each other, from their mutual rela- 
tions. ‘This was the science which so deeply engaged the atten- 
tion of the ancient philosophers. They delighted in analyzing 


* What a pity this great Naturalist should have allowed himself to offend the 
good taste of his readers by the use of unchaste language. 
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man, and in developing the powers of his mind. And I need not 
observe that, however accurately they might have described man, 
and however highly they estimated his abilities, or his intellectual 
attainments, they found him too feeble to ascertain the perfections 
of the Almighty. Of this they have given sufficient proofs in their 
ewn theories on theology. : 

On this branch of philosophy, the world abounds with treatises. 
From Aristotle down to Stewart, there has been almost a con- 
tinual stream of it flowing through the land; until it finally set- 
tled in the stagnant pool of Hume’s theory of successive impressions 
and barefaced Atheism! A Beattie and a Reid arose to rescue 
the captive from this fatal catastrophe, and to restore it to that 
reality and activity, which render it a suitable companion for the 
reasonable and active soul of man. In these two authors you have 
the philosophy of Common Sense, and are enabled to behold man 
as he is, and not in those fantastical robes with which an ideal 
and mock philosophy would array him. You need not, however, 
overlook Locke ; though Reid, as a writer has observed, is to be 

referred, “‘ because he had the sagacity to detect the errors of 
Locke.” Reid’s Essays on the Intellectual and active powers of 
man, ought to grace the library of every Christian minister; but 
you need not set Reid against Reid, by incorporating the notes of 
the Boston Editors. Let Reid speak for himself, and he will 
speak a more intelligible language, more in accordance with the 
dictates of common sense, than any of his interpreters. The ju- 
dicious sciolist, may add something to his light; but the invidious 
and snarling critic will only “ darken counsel, by words without 
knowledge.” Stewart, though justly much admired, sinks, in the 
opinion of the writer, far beneath his predecessor and teacher in 
the philosophy of the mind, both in the clearness of his percep- 
tions, the perspicuity and energy of his language, and in the just- 
ness and truth of someof his sentiments. Stewart, however, as 
well as Cogan, may be read with profit and delight. Beattie’s 
Moral Science, and his Treatise on the Immutability of Truth, 
should occupy the same shelf with Reid’s Essays. And if you 
wish to see the sentiments of these eminent philosophers cor- 
roborated by one of your own countrymen, you may look into 
Smith’s Lectures on Political and Moral Science. More you 
need not add. 

The utility and importance of making moral philosophy a par- 
ticular branch of study, will appear evident, when it is considered 
that God addresses man as a moral being ; as a being possessing 
a capacity to understand, and to do His will, because he is a free 
moral agent, capable of willing or nilling according to his own 
pleasure. And as this science teaches. him to analyze his own 
powers, to ascertain the various rights of individuals, of commu- 
nities, of nations, the numerous duties which originate from his 
religious, civil, and political relations; and explains and enforce 
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as far as it is able to do, all the great principles of moral duty to 
God and man; it has an imperious demand upon the attention of 
all those who would successfully instruct mankind in the great 
doctrines of God our Saviour. And it affords indescribable satis- 
faction tothe biblical student, to find that all the individual and 
social rights and duties, which are recognized in the profoundest 
treatises of moral science, are clearly revealed in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and are enforced by the strongest of all possible motives. 
And perhaps it may not be unimportant to observe, that this con- 
sideration, of the perfect accordance of the deductions of scientific 
men, who have derived their conclusions from the invariable re- 
lations of moral beings to each other, with the declarations of in- 
spiration, is no inconsiderable argument in favour of the divine 
authority of Holy Scripture. At least, it is certain that no man 
can reasonably reject a book, which recognizes the same princi- 
ples, and enforces the same duties, which he himself thinks he 
has discovered originating from the nature of God and man, and 
from the mutual relations existing among rational and intelligent 
beings. How far the best treatises on Moral Science may be in- 
debted to revelation for their truest sentiments, and for their know- 
ledge of the immutable principles of moral duty, is a question 
which need not be discussed uere. From whatever source the 
light may have descended, it is all-important that we should avail 
ourselves of its influence. 

Logic, as a branch of Moral Philosophy, has some claim upon 
your attention. Though custom, the slave of folly, has nearly 
banished from modern composition, the formal use of the sylo- 
gistical art, as o~ jo ry too much stiffness and affectation, yet 
the principles of*Logic ought to be understood. Although there 
are many who can reason conclusively, who know not any of the 
technical terms of the art, it by no means follows that a knowledge 
of the system of Logic is useless. 3 

To be able to distinguish between a sound argument and a 
sophism, so as to lay your hand upon the falacy and to tear the 
sophism in pieces, is highly important for a defence of the truth, 
and especially when you have to deal with a subtle adversary, 
who prides himself in his scholastic attainments. ‘ And there are 
many adversaries gone forth into the world, whose mouths must 
be stopped.” It is true, that a simple query, somewhat in the 
Socratic method of disputation, may often do better in exposing 
the falacy of a sophistical argument, than a laboured refutation 
clothed in the majesty of logical precision ; but, to know how to 
ran the former to advantage, you must not be ignorant of the 
atter. | 

Reid will give you a Compendium of Aristotle’s system of - 
Logic, which, however, will require some attention to, understand 
the reason of its high celebrity in the scientific world.. Duncan 


is much admired: but for a plain, easy, and. intelligible statement 
Vou. VI. 
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and illustration of the principles of Logic, Watts is to be preferred ; 
he wrote for the benefit and instruction of mankind, and not for 
the purpose of displaying the profoundness of his knowledge, or 
the extensiveness of his literary attainments. Wesley has a short 
Treatise upon Logic, which, on account of its shortness, is some- 
what obscure to those who have not had the advantage of a teacher. 
Perhaps it is hardly necessary to repeat here, what has already 
been suggested more than once, that, whatever branch of study 
you are pursuing, the Holy Scriptures will be your daily com- 
panion, and prayer and holy ‘iving your daily employment. For 
after all our attainments in literature, unless the “ Unction of the 
Holy One” give energy to our word, and a correspondent exam- 
le enforce our precepts, we cannot disarm the sinner of his ob- 
jections to Christianity, nor confirm the believer in. his most holy 
faith. The studies we have recommended are to be considered 
only as subservient auxiliaries to the pure word of truth, which, tc 
be efficient in our mouth, must, be like fire shut up in our bones, 
producing by its vehement flame, a constant, an ardent thirst for 
the salvation of men. Then, indeed, the word of the Lord will 
be like a hammer to break in pieces the hard heart, and lke oot 
to assuage the pains of an accusing conscience. 


(To be Continued.) 


es 
ERROR DETECTED IN THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


AN article, in the Religious Intelligencer of the 18th ult. under 
the Editorial head, on the necessity and duty of ministerial sup- 
port, after some very appropriate remarks upon ¢his subject, con- 
tains a quotation from the Discipline of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, on the allowance which is made for the support of its 
ministry. All this is very well. But what shall we think of the 
following remarks? | 

‘One circumstance respecting the support which these minis- 
ters receive has been unnoticed. Almost the whole of it is de- 
rived from a fund, and they are not obliged to supplicate a col- 
lector to entreat the people to pay arrears withholden, and for 
want of which they suffer.” From what source the Editor of | 
that paper has derived his information, we are not anxious to 
know; but this we certainly know, that he is “ almost wholly” 
under a mistake. As very erroneous impressions have been made 
on the public mind respecting the funds of our Church, we will 
take this opportunity to inform Mr. Whiting and others, what 
those funds are, and how they are appropriated. 

The first, then, is the Charter Fund. This yields $1200 per 
annum. The second is the avails of the Book-Concern, which 
amount to about $4000 a year. These are all the funds of our 
Church. Add the two together; and you have five thousand two 
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hundred dollars to support “almost wholly” 1106 preachers,—most 
of whom have wives and children—besides a number of widows 
and orphans! We presume to say, that if this sum were equally 
divided among those who claim a support from our Church as 
preachers, their wives and children, widows of those preachers who 
have died in the field of gospel labour, and their orphan children, 
it would not give more than three dollars per year to each. 

But this is not the way this money is appropriated. It is given 
entirely to those preachers who labour in such: places where the 
people are too poor to pay them their annual allowance, and to 
the widows and orphans of travelling preachers, excepting $550 
which the three bishops are allowed to draw annually from the 
Book-Concern. Now, what a mighty income is this to prevent 
the ministry from “ supplicating .a collector to entreat the people 
to pay arrears !”” : 

e envy no man his situation on account of its pecuniary ad- 
vantages; and we fully believe every minister is entitled, accord- 
ing to the economy of the gospel, to a competent support from 
the people for whom he labours; but we remark, that the whole 
of the available funds of the Methodist Episcopal Church, is but 
about one third more than the salary of some ministers of other 
denominations in New-York, and in some other cities. We men- 
tion not this circumstance to censure others, but to shew. how 
“almost wholly” wide of the mark the New-Haven Religious In- 
telligencer is. —* 

No! So far from being “ almost wholly” supported from Funds, 
that our ministers, we venture to say, are more dependent on the 
people for pecuniary support, than any body of ministers what- 
ever; and notwithstanding the insinuation of the New-Haven 
Editor to the contrary, we believe their salary is less than most 
others in this or in any other country. Their stated allowance is 
derived “almost wholly,” (entirely, with the exception of the 
small fund above-mentioned) from the voluntary contributions of 
the people, each of whom gives according to his ability and dispo- 
sition. 

This, considering all circumstances, is the last charge we should 
have anticipated against the economy of our Church, seeing there 
is so little foundation for it. It must, therefore, have proceeded 
from extreme ignorance, which is inexcusable in him who writes 
for the information of the public, or from strong prejudice, which 
is hardly compatible with that “charity which hopeth all things.” 

We were, indeed, quite unprepared for such an assault, when 
we read, in a Religious paper, such an eulogy on the Methodist 
ministry as the following:—“ They have proclaimed the glad 
news of salvation where it had not before been heard, or where it 
had been disregarded, have had many souls as seals of their min- 
istry, who will be stars in their crown of rejoicing, and we should 
consider the day in which the preaching of these heralds of the 
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cross should cease, as one in which Zion should assume the gar- 
ments of mourning.” If such be the genuine feelings of this 
writer towards the ministers of our Church, we trust he will be 
willing to do them an act of justice by giving publicity to this 
correction of his errors. 


* 


COPY OF A LETTER SENT TO THE EDITOR OF THE “WESLEYAN 
REPOSITORY.” 


Mr. Wm. S. Stockton, 


Sir,—In your Number of the Repository for October, page 
207, note, you say, “Justice requires us to say that the former 
incumbent” (of the Book-Concern) “had the good senses to suf- 
fer Mr. B.’s manuscript to remain in the Book-Room unpub- 
lished, through the whole course of his judicious administration ; 
and in all probability had not Mr. B. succeeded Mr. S. in the 
agency, the manuscript vindication would have been given, ere. 
this, to the moles and bats.” 7 

I am sorry to be under the necessity, in self-defence, to con- 
tradict this statement. But it is so far from being true, that the 
Manuscript in question was never submitted to the “former in- 
cumbent.” ‘To correct any erroneous statements that may have 
been made to you or to-your correspondent, in relation to this 
subject, I will take the liberty to observe that a small manuscript 
on the same subject was submitted to the inspection of Mr. Soule, 
with permission, if he pleased, to publish it in the Methodist 
Magazine: this he declined; but advised me, if I published it, to 
publish it in a pamphlet, which, however, [I declined doing. But 
even this manuscript, so far from remaining “ in the Book-Room 
through the whole course of his administration,” did not, I think, 
remain there three months. 

The vindication was written after the last General Conference, 
in which, to be sure, was incorporated the principal part of the 
former manuscript, but entirely new modelling the whole, and 
making such additions as to make it more than twice as large as 
the first manuscript. Of this revised manuscript, Mr. Soule, 
while Book-Agent, never saw a single line. Previous to its pub- 
lication, it was read to the Book-Committee, who unanimously 
approved of its publication. Some of my brethren in the minis- 
try, knowing that I had such a work in contemplation, and that I 
had made a beginning, often requested me to finish and give it to 
the public. This induced me to revise and enlarge the little man- 
uscript, and, after being submitted to the authorized Book-Com- 
mittee, it was published. I have given this history of that book, 
for the sole purpose of correcting the erroneous statement made 
in the Repository. 
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But the principal object of this communication is, to correct 

another very erroneous statement, which is found in your Number 
for Sept. page 200, where it is said, that our “ Bishops may order 
what they please from the Book Fund”—and then it is asked, 
‘“‘ Where is the -check?” This is a most unjust reflection upon the 
character of our bishops, as well as an erroneous representation of 
the economy of our church. For the information of those of your 
readers who may not be acquainted with the regulations of our 
church respecting the pecuniary allowance of our bishops, and of 
the manner in which they obtain it, I will state, that for the salary 
which the Discipline allows them, which is $100 for a single and 
$200 for a married bishop, they are not permitted to draw a sin- 
gle cent from the “ Book Fund;” but it is paid them, in equal 
proportions, by the several Annual Conferences. At the General 
Conference in 1816, the Conference authorized their Book-Com- 
mittee in New-York and Book-Agents, to make an estimate for 
the family expences of the bishops; and the last General Con- 
ference, in consideration of the infirmities of Bishop M‘Kendree, 
‘and consequent increase of his expences, authorized the same 
Committee to make an additional allowance to him. The Com- 
mittee acting under this authority, alowed Bishop George, who 
had several children dependent.upon him, to draw $250 annually, 
and Bishop Roberts, who has a wife but no children, $200, and 
Bishop M‘Kendree, $106. These sums are accordingly drawn, 
and no more. Is this drawing what they please? 

O Sir! when it shall be known that the Wesleyan Repository 
is the medium through which such unjust statements are cir- 
culated, to the injury of men who are devoting their time and 
talent for the public good alone, what will be thought of its char- 
acter? I pray you to spare those men who cannot answer for 
themselves. 

Yours, &c. 


New-York, Jan. 22, 1823. N. Banes. 


Since writing the above letter, the following assertion and 
~— have been discovered in the “ Wesleyan Repository,” 
ol. ii. p. 293. “It is said the nett profits of the Book-Concern, 
amount to $25,000 per year. Is it so? And how is that sum 
disposed of? Have the people any right to know ?” 
wenty-five thousand dollars per year! “Is it so?” We should 
rejoice, indeed, were it so; because we should then have addi- 
tional means to extend the benefits of a gospel ministry among 
the poor, and should not have so many suffering widows, and 
orphaa children, as the profits of this benevolent establishment 
are devoted to these worthy objects. But it is so far from being 
so, that the “nett profits of the Book-Concern” do not exceed 
one sixth part of that sum. (See Error detected, &c. p. 106.) 
For the truth of this every Annual Conference can vouch. 
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“How is this sum disposed of?” Why should Mr. Stockton 
ask this question? Has he not our discipline in his hand? And 
surely, if he had read those parts which relate to the temporal 
economy of the Church, as attentively as he has those upon which 
he animadverts so freely, he might have saved himself the necessity 
of these questions, and his reputatiqn from the obloquy of mis- 
representation. (These remarks apply to him, because the above 
words are his own, being found in an Editorial note, appended to 
a Letter to “ Candidates for the General Conference.” 

If he will turn to p. 21, last edition of the Discipline, he will 
find the following. words:—* They,” the General Conference, 
‘shall not appropriate the produce of the Book-Concern, or of 
the Charter Fund, to any purpose other than for the benefit of the 
travelling, supernumerary, superannuated and’worn out preachers, 
their wives, widows and children.” And on page 184 it is thus 
ordered :—“ The profits arising from the Book-Concern, after a 
sufficient capital to carry on the business is retained, shall be regu- 
larly applied to the support of the distressed travelling preachers, 
and their families, the widows and orphans of preachers,” &c.— 
These quotations, it is presumed, will be a sufficient answer to 
the question, ‘‘ How is this sum disposed of ?” 

“Have the people any right to know?” It will be recollected 
that the above directions respecting the disposition to be made of 
the available funds of the Book-Concern, are taken from our form 
of Discipline, which is put into the hands’ of all who are willing 
to pay thirty-seven and a half cents for it; and so far are we from 
wishing to conceal any part of the economy of our Church from 
the people, that the bishops say to them, in the preface to’ the 
Discipline ;—“ We esteem it our duty and privilege, most earnest- 
ly to recommend to you, as members of our Church, our Form 
oF Discipuine, which bas been founded on the experience of a 
long series of years.” Now if, after so much is done to give in- 
formation to our people respecting the appropriation of their 
money, they still remain ignorant, who is responsible for that - 
ignorance ? : 

Is it said that the manner in which the money is appropriated 
is not annually exhibited to the people in print; and therefore’ 
they are kept in ignorance respecting the amount which each 
man receives? Be itso. But this they know, if they will read 
what is printed, that no man can receive over a hundred dollars 
per year for himself, one hundred for his wife, if he have one, six- 
teen for each child under seven years of age, and twenty-four for 
each over seven but under fourteen years, with the addition of 
what a committee of a quarterly meeting conference may see fit 
to allow for family expences. But it should be recollected that 
no part of the avails of either the Book-Concern or Charter 
Fund, (except what the bishops are allowed) is to be appropriated 
to what are called family expences ; this the stewards are to raise 
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by such means as they may see fit; but the money derived from 
the Book-Concern and Charter Fund is brought to-the Annual 
Conferences, and applied to deficient preachers, to widows and 
orphans. See Discipline page 169, 173, 177. tly 

For my own part, I most heartily wish that the pecuniary 
transactions of the Church were yearly printed, that our people 
might no longer be liable to be imposed upon by such insinuations 
as those which have drawn forth these remarks. 

: N. Banes. 


New-York, Feb. 1, 1823. 


b - _) 


RELIGIOUS LETTERS. 
(Continued from page 62.) 


To Mr. Woglman Hickson, a Methodist Preacher, now in the County of Cape May, 
in Jersey. 


LETTER XIV. 


Dear anp Worthy Sir, 


Your kind letter of the 21st of June last, I had the pleasure 
of receiving a few days ago. I was happy to be informed that 
Mr. Hickson, who is still high in my esteem, was in the enjoy- 
ment of health, and that his friends and relatives were also well. 
May every blessing, temporal and spiritual, attend him and them, 
in such manner as shall seem meet to divine wisdom. 

I cannot say I have had great trials, in the manner you fear, 
since I was at the quarterly meeting at Germantown; but am 
happy to mention, that I hear this meeting hath been blest to many 
persons; and I rejoice to be told that your Annual Conference 
was so agreeable. : 

With us, religion, in several places, flourishes. At Mr. Howell’s, 
a few months past, I admitted about fifty persons to the Lord’s. 
Table, on one day, who before had not approached this blessed 
ordinance. May numbers daily, in every place, be added to the 
Church of Christ. - 

I am happy yau have found some of our clergy, to the south- 
ward, who are disposed to countenance your preachers in their 
attempts to reclaim sinners from the errors of their ways.— 
And why should not the ministers of the gospel, of every denom- 
imation, rejoice to have it in their power to do good ; to demolish 
the empire of sin and Satan, and to give prosperity to the king- 
dom of the Prince of Peace? I do not, in any sort, repent of the 
favour I have shewn the Methodists; but regard it as a happiness, 
that through them, I have had it in my power to aid the cause of 


a oe 
ou inform me, that many of the people of Maryland, request 
E would visit them; that you think my labours among them would 
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be blest ; and that they would make most ample provision for my 
support, if I would settle with them. As to my moving from 
Sussex, money would not induce me to do this. I am here, I 
think, very useful; and as long as I can obtain a maintenance for 
my family, among these indigent, but affectionate people, it will 
not, I conceive, be my duty to leave them: And as to my visiting 
the peninsula, this would be very agreeable to me: but I do not 
think it will be in my power to effect it, especially this fall, as my 
labours here daily increase; and as my appointments to preach 
the gospel, in various parts of this state, now extend to about 
two months to come. owed, if possible, I shall endeavour to 
comply with this request next spring; and as Mr. Roe gives us 
some hopes that you will soon ride in this circuit, we shall then 
confer on the subject. 

I applaud the continuance of your zeal to promote the inter- 
ests of Christianity, and ardently pray that you may ever enjoy 
the divine presence and protection. 

Believe me to be, 
Dear and Worthy Sir, 
Your sincere friend, 
And very humble servant, 


Newtown, 4th Sept. 1783. Uzat Open. 
_ LETTER XV. 
To the Reverend Mr. Hugh Knoz, a Presbyterian Clergyman, of the island of 
St. Croiz. 


REVEREND AND Worthy Sir, 


PeRMIT me to mention, that I have the hcnour to be a Mis- 
sionary from the Venerable Society in England for the propaga- 
tion of the gospel in foreign parts ;—that lately, I providentially 
met with your printed letter to the Rev. Mr. Green, which I read 
with pleasure, as many since have done of my acquaintance ;— 
that a few weeks past, Lucas Van Beverhoudt, Esq. of this state, 

ave me a pleasing account of the Rev. Mr. Knox, and said he 
had sent Mr. Knox a sermon I published, not long since, on the 
subject of Regeneration. 

These particulars, dear sir, respecting you, occasion me to re- 
quest your acceptance of four pamphlets, I have published, which 
accompany this, and’to beg the favour of being honoured with 
your correspondence. 

It will ever afford me great satisfaction to receive a line, on 
practical religion, from the Rev. Mr. Knox; especially, as ] am 
of opinion our conceptions of the Christian system have so near 
an affinity to each other; though, perhaps, no person can more 
patiently submit to a diversity of religious sentiment, in a corres- 
pondent, than myself; especially, if my friend adorns the gospel 
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of our Lord by a life of undissembled piety. I consider there 
ever were, and, it is possible, ever will be, a diversity of religious 
opinions among men ; that we are enjoined to “receive,” or to 
be kindly disposed towards “those who are weak in the faith ;” 
and that, agreeable to the idea of an eminent English Philoso- 
pher, “those are the real heretics who live lives of impiety.” 

Polemic divinity may be useful to mankind, if properly dis- 
cussed ; but as religious disputation, in general, hath been con- 
ducted, I cannot but think it hath been of unhappy consequence 
among Christians ;—and, as a historian of eminence hath ob- 
served, that it would have been for the honour of religion, and 
the peace and prosperity of the Church, if all the volumes on the 
subject of religion, published in a certain century, had been con- 
signed over to the flames;—so I cannot but conceive, if nine 
tenths of our modern books of religious controversy had not 
been written, it would have been for the honour and interest of 
Christianity. 

Few persons who engage in religious disputation, appear to 
possess that candour, penetration, humility, disinterestedness and 
piety, requisite to govern controversial authors that they may be 
of real utility to mankind. . 

It was with pleasure I observed the letter above-mentioned, 
dictated by so happy a temper ; this adds much to its dignity and 
use, and hath very sensibly endeared its author to me. And the 
writer of it, I humbly presume, will pardon me, if I desire the 
favour of him to inform me wherein “he is more of a Calvinist 
than an Armeman ;” as I must confess this expression in the let- 
ter, when compared with the other parts of it, appeared to me a 
little extraordinary. 

I shall only add, that my best wishes attend you, and that, with 
creat esteem, I beg to be regarded as, | 

Reverend and Worthy Sir, 
Your affectionate Brother, 
And very humble servant, 


Sussex County, State of New-Jersey, 
December 6, 1783. 


(To be continued.) 
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ANECDOTE OF GROTIUS. 


The celebrated Grotius, one of the most learned men of his age, 
was, in his last illness, attended by a friend, who desired him, in 
his great wisdom and learning, to give him a short direction how 
he might live to the best advantage. To whom Grotius only 
said, “Be serious. This is my parting advice to you, as what 


comprehends every thing I have said.—Be serious.’ 
Vou. VI. 15 
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Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 


MISSOURI CONFERENCE MISSION. 


Letter from the Rev. Alexander M' Allister. 


St. Louis County, Missouri, Nov. 28, 1822. 
Dear Sir, 


Ir affords me no inconsiderable degree of satisfaction, to correspond with 
you on a subject than which none can be more interesting to the Christian, 
nor more beneficial to the Pagan world. The Methodist Missionary Society is, 
as yet, in its infancy ; but its growing importance portends greater good to man- 
kind that any institution of the kind hitherto known. I am induced to believe, 
that there will be both numerous and liberal contributions to support the institu- 
tution, since the money so raised is to be deposited in the hands of men, who 
will, no doubt, distribute it with an economical hand for the support of those 
Missionaries whose zeal is not a transient blaze, but a constant flame, consumin 
vice and iniquity before it, and with a gentle hand, leading the penitent sons es 
daughters of men upto the throne of grace, where they may obtain the mercy 
and salvation of God. Widely extended fields are already discovered, and the 
Christian Missionary has irresistible inducements te go, not only to the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel, but to the untaught aborigines of this vast frontier, whose 
native goodness moves them to meet the priest of Christianity at their hospitable 
threshhold, welcome him to their coarse fare, and with ay age conviction of 
their own inferiority, sit down at his feet to hear what he has to say about the 
Great Spirit. May we not hope that someting will yet be done among our 
Spanish neighbours? Surely they are not incorrigible. When the mind has long 
been benighted and begins to be enlightened, it is a favourable time to attack its 
errors, and introduce correct principles. 

Our Spanish neighbours have experienced a political revolution: and if the 
ublic mind could be kept going, something great and good might be effected be- 
ore it stops! be this as it may, the inducements to Missionaries are very great; 

so much so, that nothing but pecuniary embarrassment, can keep the man ‘of 
God from going; and it is most devoutly to be wished, that your society may 
succeed in removing all embarrassments of a pecuniary nature. 

Amidst the happiness which I enjoy while contemplating the magnanimity of 
the design, I feel a mingled shame and regret, to think, that we, in this confer- 
ence, have been so slow in uniting our efforts with yours, in an enterprize so 
philanthropic. I hope we shall be enabled to atone for it to the satisfaction of 
our brethren of the east. 

Our Missouri Missionary Society is at last constituted, and we were enabled to 
remit to the treasurer of the Parent Institution, sixty dollars. Twenty dollars of 
this money were raised in the conference when the society was ized ; and 
forty-five dollars were sent from a society formed on Red-river, ye seen Terri- 


tory, immediately bordering on the Spanish country. It appears from the com- - 


munications received from that society, that the people in that remote plage, are 
very zealous in the cause of Missions. It is no doubt desirable with you to learn 
how your missions succeed in different parts. I will give you an account of the 
St. Louis Mission for the last year, as I was very frequently with the Missionary. 
{ have the most intimate ee his success, and of the difficulties which 
he had te encounter in that place during his labours there. 

Your Missionary went under the most unfavourable circumstances. Certain 
Missionaries had visited the town of St. Louis, and the citizens had subscribed 
largely for the purpose of building churches; but those houses were commenced 
on improper plans, and never finished ; the people became dissatisfied, and some 
made vows against ever subscribing to build houses of religious worship. Letters 
had been written to the east representing the people as on a par with the inhabi- 
tants of Birman ; but notwithstanding all this, the citizens of St. Louis remained 


hosyitable and kind to the ministry. My partiality to the St. Louisians may bave 
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blinded my eyes; but without the least intention to flatter, I can say, that I never 
visited a more friendly, hospitable people; and notwithstanding the difficulties 
which your Missionary had to encounter, he succeeded so well as to gain not 
less proably than one hundred souls into society, and built a very comfortable 
little chapel, 35 feet long, by 25 feet in width, with a gallery. The whole neatly 
finished. It will contain near five hundred hearers. The house is not quite paid 
for as yet. St.Louis has now become a station and is not only able, but willing 
to support its ministry. Great good has been done in that place ; and we must 
attribute it, under God, to the indefatigable exertions of a good man, the Rev. 
Jesse Walker, who is most certainly the father of Methodism in St. Louis. So 
little has been done for the present year by the Missionaries of this conference, 
that I have nothing on the subject as yet to communicate. 
Yours respectfully, 
ALEXANDER M‘ALLISTER, . 
Sec. for Missouri Conference Missionary Society. 


== - 


WYANDOT MISSION AND SCHOOL. 


Letter from the Rey. James B. Finley. 
January 3, 1625. 
Dear BRETHREN, 


Tuis is a true copy from the original, taken from the mouth of the inter- 
preter, at our last Conference ; and at the request of Bishop M‘Kendree, I send it 
to be inserted in your Magazine. Three of the Wyandot Chiefs attended our last 
Conference, and in their communications to the Conference, spoke as follews : 

BETWEEN-THE-LOGs.—“ Brothers ; we.have met here all in peaceful times, and 
feel happy to see you all well; and your business seems to go on in good order 
and peace. This being the day appointed to hear us speak on the subjeet of our 
school and mission, which you have established among us, we think it proper to let 
you know that when our Father, the President, sent to usto buy our land, and we 
all met at Fort Meigs, that it was proposed that we should have a school among 
as, to teach our children to read; and many of the chiefs of our nation agreed 
that it was right, and that it was a subject on which we ought to think: to this, 
after consulting, we aH consented. But government has not yet sent usa teacher. 
Brothers; you have; aud we are glad and thankful the missica and school are 
in a prosperous way, and we think will do us much good to come. Many min- 
isters of the gospel have come to us in our land, who seemed to love us dearly, 
and offered to send us ministers and teachers to establish missions and schools 
among us; but we always refused, expecting government would send us some 
which they promised to do, and which was most consistent with the wishes of our 
chiefs: but when you sent our first brother to preach, we were pleased and lis- 
tened with attention. Then when you sent our good brother Finley, we rejoieed, 
for we all thought he was a good man, and loved our nation and children, and 
was always ready to do us good; and, when he moved out all our chiefs received 
him with joy, and our people were all very glad. Brothers; we are sorry to tell 
you that this is not so now. Since that time some of the chiefs have withdrawn 
their warm love, and this influences vthers to do sotoo. Brothers; they have 
not done as well as we expected, and we feel astonished at the conduct of our 
chiefs ; they have backslidden. But there are some of us yet in favour of this 
mission, if the rest have gone backwards; and we still wish to have the mission 
continued, and school also. Though the chiefs have mostly left us, yet there are 
four faithful ones among us.” viz. (Between-the-logs, Hicks, Mononque, Peacock.) 
“Brothers; we know the cause why they have withdrawn; it was the words of 
the gospel. Brothers ; it is too sharp for them ; it cuts too close; it cuts all the 
limbs of sin from the body, and they don’t like it; but we, (meaning the other 
four) are willing to have all the limbs of sin cut from our bodies, and live holy. 
We want the mission and school to go on, and we believe that the Great God wil} 
not suffer them to fall through; for, brothers, he is very strong; and this, brothers, 
is our great joy. The wicked that do not like Jesus, raise up their hands and do al! 

they can-to discourage and destroy the love of the little handful; and with their 
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lands they cover over the roots of wickedness. But, brothers, they may do aii 
they can to stop it, the work will go on and prosper, for the Great God Almighty 
holds it up with his hand. When you placed my Finley amongst us in our 
own country, we rejoiced; and we have been much pleased with his living 
amongst us ever since. He is a plain man; he does not flatter our people; he 
preaches plain truth. He says to them, this is the way to life, and this is the way 
(odamnation. Brothers; we suppose this is the reason why some have turned 
enemies to our brother; but he pleases all those whe are willing to serve God, and 
love his ways; therefore we have nothing to fear concernivg the mission and 
school. They are built on a solid rock, and look like prospering. For our parts, 
we have no learning, and we are now getting old, and it is hardly worth our while 
to trouble ourselves about learning now; but we want very much our children 
learned, and we hope our school and mission will do great good for them.” 

Here Between-the-logs stopped: and Jonn Hicks arose, and said, “Brothers ; I 
feel great thanks to our heavenly Father for keeping us and bringing gs here. 
Not long ago one of my brethren asked me my opinion on the school: I told him 
[ would send all my children, for this reason: not a great while ago I stood in 
darkness and knew but little of God, and all I did know was dark ; so that I could 
not see clear. But I heard our brethren preach out of the good Book of God, 
this word waked up my mind, and cut my heart. Brothers; it brought me to pray, 
and seek, and love the Great God of heaven, and his ways. This is the reason 
{ want my children to learn to read the’Great Book of God, and understand it, 
and get religion that they may be happy in this world and the next. Brothers ; 
I don’t want to be long on the subject, but will let you know that I am of the same 
opinion with my brother that spoke before me, with respect to our brother Fin- 
ley. I hope you will still continue him with us; be has. done us much good; he 
has been the means of converting souls; so that many bad men have become 
good men; and very wicked sinners have turned to the Lord, and now keep his 

ood words. May the Great Spirit keep him amongst us, and bless his labours.” 
Then he took his seat, and brother MononqvE spoke as follows :— 

“ Brothers; | have not much to say. You see us all three here to-day in health 
and peace, for which we are very thankful to God. You will not expect much 
from me on.the subject of the mjssion and school, as my brothers have spoken 
before me all that is necessary. I wish just to say, we want our brother Finley 
still to live amongst us. For my part, last year I expected he would come amon 
us, and it turned out so, and I was very glad, and I am still much please 
with him. The Conference made a good choice; it was our choice; and the 
Good Spirit was pleased to give it to us. He hasa particular manner of teaching 
and preaching to us, different from other teachers who have been amongst us, 
and God owns and bjesses his labours. May he still go on and prosper. We 
want him amongst us still. I know that the words he speaks are of God. When 
he preaches I feel his truth in my heart, in my soul. O Brothers! it makes my 
soul happy ; all of us want him with us; his life amongst us is very useful, be- 
cause it is straight. He was very industrious all the time he has been with us, and 
learns our people to work ; and since he has left us, we have been Jost, though it 
has been but a few days. We have felt as if our oldest brother was taken 
from us, and the place where he lived all looked sorry. But what feelings of joy 
did we feel in our hearts when we met our Brother at this place, and took him by 
the hand! We thank the Almighty God who has spared our brother. The great 
objections that our chiefs have against our brother Finley is; A coloured man 
that preached to us used to feed them on milk ; this they liked very well; but our 
brother Finley fed them on meat: this was too strong for them, and so they 
will not eat. But those that want to love God and his ways, could eat both milk 
and meat; it does well with us, and we feel always hungry for more.” After re- 
questing the Conference to employ a steady interpreter for the use of the school 
and gospel, he sat down. : 

Brsuorp M‘Kenpree replied in substance as follows :—“ We are glad—we are 
exceedingly joyful—to see this day ; for we have long been anxious to see the 
time when our brethren of the west would embrace religion. Our joy is abun- 
dantly increased when we see you face to face, and hear the gospel trom your 
own mouths. We are well disposed towards vou. In us you have real friends ; 
and you may be well-assured that our kindness will be continued. We will make 
every exertion possible to educate and instruct your children. These men (allu- 
ding to the Conference) are not the only friends you have. You have many 
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throughout the country in general. In the great cities, the white people feel for 
their red brethren, and are forming societies to send them help. The Great Spirit 
has come, not only on the old men, but also on the little children: In Baltimore 
there is a society formed for the purpose of sending help to educate your chil- 
dren. If you will stand by us, we will stand by you. We will unite with you 
in prayer for your success, and for the conversion of your brethren who have 
backslidden and left you; and if you continue faithful God will convince them, 
and they will return to you again. But in all this let us look up to God for suc- 
cess.” * 

_- Our school is doing finely. About forty children are now at the Mission-house, 
and learn fast. The society still stands firm, and is increasing. No doubt but 
success will be on the Lord’s side. 


I am, with every sentiment of love, 
J. B. Fintey. 


- 


PROGRESS OF ‘THE WORK OF GOD IN BROOKLYN, LONG-ISLAND. 
To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


RESPECTED BRETHREN, 
Influenced by a sense of obligation to strive to aid the cause of truth, 
and feeling bound by a partial promise in my last communication, to acknowledge 
the great things God hath wrought for us in this Village, I send you the following 
for publication, if you think proper. 
Every part of God’s work, whether in the kingdom of nature, providence, or 
e, when duly considered, is most admirably calculated to unfold the glory 
and wisdom of its author, and to enliven and captivate the mind of the humble 
follower of Christ. ' ; 3 
The work of reformation which commenced with us in August, 1821, went on 
much to our satisfaction during the time of the greatest attention, which lasted 
several months. Our congregations through the winter and spring following, 
were large, serious and attentive, and we had frequent cases of awakenings and 
conversions in that time. 
The Society in general, and the young converts in particular, (with'few excep- 
tions) retained the fire of reformation, a glowing zeal for the prosperity of the 
cause, and a preparation of heart to enter more fully into the work, should the 
‘more abundant out-pouring of the Spirit of God call for such services. This is a 
most happy and desirable state to be found in, when visited by the dispensations 
of God’s mercy and grace ; for it is too frequently the case that professors of reli- 
gion are too much like the heath of the desert, not knowing when good cometh, 
and thus many remain barren and unfruitful in times of prosperity and general 
revival. te 
In June last, I received my appointment in this station for the second year. 
Immediately after the Conference I took a journey to the north, when I returned 
1 found my health much repaired by reason of the journey. The first Sabbath in 
July I resumed my labours with a degree of satisfaction, arising from a hope that 
God would visit us again with a general shower of divine grace. At the Musque- 
to cove re Pee. in August, our people were much blessed, and several of 
our company professed to obtain the pardon of sin. We returned on the eleventh 
with songs of thanksgiving and praise to our heavenly father for the wonders he- 
had wrought. The work now spread with increasing rapidity. The cries ofthe 
wounded, and shouts of praise from the new-born child of grace, were heard in 
different parts of the village—convictions increased, and conversions were multi- 
plied among us. In two weeks we received forty into society, the most of whom 
professed to obtain peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. In the forepart: 
of September we collected our forces, and with raised expectations, repaired to 
the tented grove at Haverstraw. On our way night overtook us, early in the even- 
ing we collected for prayer meeting in the cabin, by permission of the Master, 
Capt. Green, of Nigh, who treated the company with civility, and-the worship oi 
God with attention and reverence. During the meeting all was-solemn.;_profes- 
sors were melted into tenderness, and convictions increased. We arrived on the 
ground early on Thursday morning, pitched our tents and collected for the par. 
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pose of dedicating our temporary dwellings to the service of the God of the armies 
of Israel ; every soldier of the cross was at his post, and heaven was propitious to 
our prayers. In the course of the day, and evening, several mourners were com- 
forted with peace and consolation in Christ. Friday morning we came together 
for meeting in the Brooklyn tent, and the glory of God shone upon us; many re- 
joiced in his love, while the work of conviction became general among us.- The 
preaching of the word was attended with the unction of the Holy Spirit. 

Some cases of conversion were extraordinary; among which was a young 
woman, who had been educated a Roman Catholic. During the day her convic- 
viction increased, and in the evening she became incessant in prayer for salvation. 
The sensible and affecting manner in which she addressed the throne of grace for 
pardon, evidently manifested to all who heard her cries and saw her agony, that. 
it was the work of God. About eleven o’clock at night, quick as a flash of light- 
ning, the brighter beams of glory from the Sun of Righteousness, darted a kind 
and quickening ray into her soul; the cloud broke; peace and joy sprung u 
within her heart. This young woman instantly began to pray for her female friend, 
whose distress of mind was great. Soon after she lost her burden of guilt; but 
did not receive the witness of the Spirit until the next morning, while we were 
singing for family prayer, the following words, 


“ Brightest and best of the morning, 
Shine on our darkness and lend us thine aid,” &c. 


She caught the sound as she was rising from the slumbers of the night, and instant- 
ly her soul was filled with unspeakable joy im believing. 

Our people struck their tents and left the ground on Monday afternoon, takin 
with them between twenty aud thirty, who had professed to find peace with God 
during the meeting. The last of the week, Camp-Meeting commenced on Staten- 
Island—many went, and a number who were under deep conviction, to the praise , 
of God be it spoken, returned the Tuesday following bringing home with them 
the pearl of great price. Others returned fully convinced of their lost and undone 
state without an interest in Christ, who soon after experienced the blessed change ; 
old things passed away, and all things became new. Our congregations were large ; 
the prayer meetings much thronged, and crowned with the blessing of God in 
delivering souls from mourning and captivity. 

We must acknowledge the Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we are 
glad. Between eighty and ninety persons have joined the society since July 
last, the greater part of whom give good evidence of a real change of heart.. 
At present, we have general peace and harmony in the Church, and though the 
present prospect is not very flattering, it is by no means discouraging.” 

A few observations on some particular points connected with the above, I 
would hope may be of some use to your readers. Generally speaking, the 
youth of our land are the most numerous as subjects of the different revivals that 
take place in our day. This is the case with us, yet the work has not been wholly 
confined to that class of our citizens. Persons from sixty and upwards, down to 
the child of twelve years, have been brought to participate in the. blessings of the 
gospel of peace. Hence we have seen the parent with gray locks bringing the 
child of tender years, uniting with the husband and wife of middle age, and join- 
ed with the blooming youth of both sexes, crowding to the altars of our God with 
broken hearts, and streaming eyes, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. And 
wherefore are the youth of our land the most numerous among the subjects of 
recentrevivals of ee in almost every part of our country ? In the conversion 
of our youth, the wisdom of God is particularly displayed. They are the strength 
of our nation, and the future hope of the church of God. While, therefore, we 
duly appreciate the gifts of aged men in council, yet, even in a religious sense, 
we may adopt the saying, young men for war. Hence saith John, “I have 
written unto you young men because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth 
in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one.” If the strength of the nation 
is becoming the salt of_the earth, how savoury is its influence! How soon will 
those whose limbs tremble with infirmity be gone from the stage of action! Who 
then will bear the burden and heat of the day if our youth are not converted, and 
brought under the yoke of Christ ? 

* In addition to the ee work wrought by the hand of God in this village, through the instru- 
mentality of brother E. Raymond (and other local brethren.) a society-of nearly twenty members 


bas been formed about six miles from this place, at a place called Yellow-hook, where the work is 
stilt roing on with increasing prospects. 
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‘Though the youth be the most numerous who receive the comforts of the gospel 
<n our recent revivals, yet the work of the Holy Spirit is not confined to them. 
The subjects of-the divine influence are of all ages, sexes, conditions, and char- 
acters; and it affords a delightful view of the infinite variety and unbounded ful- 
ness there is in the gospel of Christ to meet all cases, and abundantly to supply 
the wants of all those who call upon him in faith. 

Nor would we limit the Holy One of Israel to any particular means of grace or 
mode of operation, in spreading and perfecting the work of man’s salvation. By 
whatever means sinners are brought trom darkness to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God, let us give God the praise. j / 

Yours in the bonds of peace, 


Brooklyn, Jan. 14, 1823. L. Pease. 


STATE OF RELIGION ON NEW-HAVEN DISTRICT. 
To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


. New-Haven, Jan. 16, 1823. 
Dear BRETHREN, 
You are always delighted with accounts bearing information favourable 1o 
the cause of Zion. Many and powerful are the enemies to the sacred cause of 
holiness and truth on this district. Sometimes they appear with open hate, and 
show a bold front, determined on ri pr ; but more frequently under the guise 
of follies friends they mar the truth of God, and hinder the growth of the pre- 
cious seed. 

Great and mighty exertions are making to keep the old hierarcayin countenance, 
and prevent the growth and spread of the pure gospel which offers a present, free 
and full salvation from all sin. But notwithstanding the strength that is put forth 
to keep up the. prejudices of the people against our holy blessed cause, the truth 
continues to gain ground. The pongre leap the mounds set about them by lordly . 
teachers, and come to hear the word. The preachers on the circuits and stations 
within this district, are diligent and faithful in the spirit of gospel missionaries, 
and are determined on victory in the name of truth, and the Captain of our sal- 
vation. 

The Quarterly Meetings have been well attended and graciously owned and 
honoured by the Master of assemblies. We all are fully persuaded ‘that ours is 
the cause of God, and that it will and must prevail. We enter the field with 
naked sword, and feel resolved never to quit the field or return the sword to its 
scabbard, until victory is proclaimed on the side of truth and boliness. 

Four meeting houses have been erected on the district this season, and more 
are wanted. Our God and Saviour is with us in truth. Reading circuit has been 
and now is, highly favoured of the Lord. The work of conviction and justifica- 
tion by faith has been powerful and clear. I know net how many have professed 
to experience the power of religion, but the number is respectable. Amenia 
circuit continues to be blessed with the presence and power of God. The word 
takes effect, sinners are #wakened brought home to Christ. The divine 
blessing is coming upon the city of Hartford. Many are under serious eoncern 
for their souls salvation, and numbers have lately been brought into gospel liberty. 
Quite a number on on circuit have found the pearl of great price, in the 
course of the year past. But there we have had to stem the torrent of tenfold 
opposition. But, bless God! the enemy has had to retreat, and his retreat hes 
been shameful to himself, and as honourable to the cause of our holy religion. 

I am persuaded that we are gaining ground in every part of our work; and Iam 
as fully persuaded that we have no well-grounded hope of success but in abiding 
by the truth as it is in Jesus. We must remain an entire and distinct people, in 
doctrine and ag oe in holiness both of heart and life. Whenever we seek or 
even accept the friendship of the world, or of the modish professors of religion, 
we shall offend God, and he will take his departure from us: 

We often hear much said about union among the professors of religion, but in 
this part of the country the thing appears to me y impossible under present 
circumstances. And I am satisfied that the offer is never made to us, but with a 
view to weaker our influence, and to give them the benefit of our labours. J hope 
we shall ever be awake to a sense of our danger, and be on our guard against the 
machinations of ungodly and wicked men. 
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The gospel of Christ, which is the power of God, will scatter the darkness 
which hangs over this moral wilderness. That system of truth will be the only 
means of saving this region from rain ; for if the world and the church are blended 
‘together in- transacting the affairs of religion, anarehy and confusion must be the 
inevitable consequence. | 

Gospel truths and gospel discipline preached and enforced in the spirit of the 
gospel, will conquer, will triumph. I am happy in having the opportunity to say, 
that among the labourers in our Lord’s vineyard in these parts, there appears 
no.disposition to temporize, to bring down the gospel, to accommodate. the pride 
or prejudice of the people. It is God’s gospel, and God will support and honour 
it. Hosannah to the Son of David! : 

In consequence of the imposition practised upon the people‘in this quarter, in 
respect to education and missionary societies, 1 found very strong prejudices ex- 
isting against missionary societies in any shape or for any purpose ; nevertheless, 
after having made clear and distinct and impartial statements tothem in refererice 
to the Methodist Missionary Society, we have succeeded in forming three aux- 


iliary societies ; one on Goshen, one on Burlington, and another on Stratford cir- 
cuits. S. Merwin. 


Obituary. 


DEATH OF MR. SOLOMON FOWLER. 


In the year 1788 or 89, our deceased 
friend, through the instrumentality of 
the Methodist ministry, became a sub- 
ject of the pardoning grace of God, and 
soon after united himself to the chureh 
in Yorktown, in which he has been a 
class-leader for many years. He was 
firthly “attached to the doctrines and 
discipline of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, to which he was united by prin- 
ciple, and not merely by the impulse of 
the moment. Although his neighbour- 
hood became, for a time, the theatre of 
the operations of those who were disaf- 
fected with our church, yet he retained 
to the last his attachment to the people 
of his chuice. . 

As a class-leader he watched over the 
little flock entrusted to-his care, with the 
utmost assiduity ; attentive to the con- 
dition of every individual, he laboured 
to advance their spiritual interest ; such 
was his diligence in the discharge of these 
duties, that he was never known to be 
absent from his class when it was possi- 
ble for him to: attend. 

The piety of our brother was deep and 
uniform ; and his resiguation to the di- 
vine will remarkable. Death was per- 
mitted, for some wise purpose, to make 
terrible ravages in his family; in the 
course of a few years, he followed eight 
children to the grave, three of whom 
had arrived at mature age ; but the “in- 
satiate archer,” not content with robbing 
hitn of his children, added to his afflic- 


tions the loss of an affectionate wife, ’ 


“hen he himself was confined to his 


bed by sickness. - But in the midst of 
these severe dispensations of the provi- 
dence of God, he exhibited the fullest 
acquiescence in the will of heaven, not 
a murmur escaping his lips. 

But at no period of his life did his 
faith appear so strong, his confidence so 
firm, or his love to God so great, as at 
the approach of his own dissolution. At 
the commencement of his illness I visited 
him ; he appeared to be sensible that the 
period of his departure was at hand. [I 
interrogated him with regard to his ac- 
ceptance in Christ, when he gave me 
the most explicit assurances that his 

ace was made with God. During his 
liness he was much engaged in exhort- 
ing his neighbours who came to see him, 
and taking leave of his family and friends, 
assuring them, “that although his body 
was weak, yet his confidence in God was 
strong, and that he felt assured that he 
should eonquer though he died.” He 
would frequently exult in the prospect 
of uniting with the happy spirits in ben: 
ven, in praising 

He has left a wife and three children, 
and an extensive circle of friends to de- 
plore his loss. 

“ Our dying friends come o'er us like a cloud, 
To damp our brainless ardours; and abate _ 
That glare of life which often blinds the wise.’ 
Our dying friends are pioneers tosmooth 
Our rugged pass to death, to break those bars 
Of terror ! and abhorrent nature’throws , 
Cross our obstructed way, and thus to make 
Welcome as safe our port from-ev’ry storm.” - 

Joun J. Martuias. 
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